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Chiefdom) to be an auxiliary force to liberate Kono District, providing them also with small arms
and bullets.

Once in Blama (Small Bo Chiefdom), Kamajors killed people suspected of being collaborators or
tied them with a special rope called FM,”' beat them and locked them up. Civilians were gathered in
the centre of the town for “screening” purposes. Two police officers were killed, while another
police officer and his wife received serious cuts on their necks but did not die. Other police officers
managed to escape to a nearby village and to the ECOMOG base in Kenema Town. One man, .
alleged to be the Small Bo CDF chairman who stayed in Blama while RUF/AFRC were occupying
the town, was killed for failing to supply ammunition to the Kamajors at one time when they had
planned to attack the RUF/AFRC forces in Blama. Because of failing to supply the ammunition, he
was considered to be a “saboteur”. The entite town was looted by Kamajors, who also established
“Kangaroo Courts”* presided over by Commanding Officers.

When they entered Kenema Town, ECOMOG forces and Kamajors with machetes and guns killed
many people who they suspected of being “rebels” or “collaborators”.** Some civilians were burnt
alive with old tyres for supporting the RUF/AFRC forces. Those killings were a common sight in
the streets of Kenema. In many patts of the town, the charred remains of bodies were seen. Many
members of the SSD (Special Security Division) were killed and their bodies scattered all over the
IKenema Police Barracks, some of which were set on fire by civilians.

Between January and March 1998, as they were fighting and repelling RUF/AFRC forces, Kamajors
targeted alleged members of the retreating forces, their families and those who they considered to be
collaborators. Those people, who in reality were mainly civilians, were tortured and killed. It is
reported that a group of Kamajors called Yamotor based at Talamah and Lalehun were eating the
bodies of the retreating forces and civilians accused of collaboration. Houses believed to have been
occupied by RUF/AFRC fighters or by alleged collaborators were unroofed.

After the deployment of ECOMOG and Kamajors all over the District, a few RUF/AFRC
incursion were still reported but on a lower scale. A CDF Office was established in Blama (Small Bo
Chiefdom) for the purpose of issuing passes to monitor the movement of people. Kamajors initially
based in Small Bo Chiefdom but coming from the neighbouring Niawa and Langrama Chiefdoms
went back to their chiefdoms. In March, civilians started returning to their villages.

However, unlike what happened in most of the chiefdoms, especially in the south of the District, the
situation prevailing in Lower Bambara Chiefdom after ECOMOG deployed in the District still
consisted of fighting and attacks between RUF/AFRC forces and the CDF, which continued until
disarmament started in December 2001.

81 This rope has two sticks on its edges; “FM” means “frequency modulation”, as it was believed that once tied
with this rope, civilians began to talk.
82 In reality, these courts were simply place where Kamajors were sitting down and issuing sentences, without
following any laws.
883 No further details are available on these incidents.
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In the south of Kenema District, RUF/AFRC forces, alleged to come from Joijoma (Kailahun
District) attacked Jewahun (Tunkia Chiefdom) in April 1998, where they burnt down the village
before proceeding further to Gegbwema, whete they burnt the houses that remained standing.
These forces were later repelled by ECOMOG troops. The following month, RUF/AFRC forces
believed to come from Malema Chiefdom (Kailahun District) attacked Madina, Kwadima —~ where
three people were killed - and Kpandebu in Nomo Chiefdom. It is interesting to note that these
forces had disguised themselves as Kamajors, thus taking the civilians by surprise.

In December 1998, when RUF/AFRC forces had regained control of major towns in the countty,
Kamajors from Gorama Mende Chiefdom were able to defend and retain control of the chiefdom,
to the extent that this chiefdom served as a safe corridor for retreating ECOMOG forces from
Kono District.

At the beginning of the following year, fighting again resumed in Kenema District. In January 1999,
heavily armed RUF/AFRC forces repelled Kamajors from Tongo Field (Lower Bambara
Chiefdom), killing many civilians and Kamajors. Towns like Kpandebu, Lalehun, Bumpeh,
Semewabu ot Njaigbema were under persistent attacks from Kamajors who had in their ranks young
boys under 13, who were forced to hold guns and were trained only for short petiods of time.

The RUF/AFRC forces abducted many civilians from their villages and forced them to work in
mining sites, beating or killing those who refused. Civilians living in these areas were harassed and
intimidated at gunpoint by RUF/AFRC members, who constantly stole propetty and abducted gitls
and women and used them for sexual purposes. A lot of Kamajor collaborators were killed during
this period. Private houses believed to have diamonds under their foundations were dug up,
especially in Kpandebu, Torkpombu, Tongola and Bomie.

In early 1999, between January and February, Small Bo Chiefdom saw an influx of people coming
from a camp in Kenema Town, following threats of RUF/AFRC attacks on the Town.

In February 1999, an event that took place in Gorama Mende Chiefdom gives an insight on the
CDF internal structure. On 9 February, the Kamajor membership of the chiefdom passed 2 “no
confidence” vote on the chiefdom coordinator for his misuse of their rations from the CDF
headquarter in Kenema Town. As a result, a new coordinator was appointed. This new coordinator
was requested by the Kono authorities to initiate able young men from Kono to help them liberate
Kono District.” Five hundred men came to Jagbema for initiation. As they heard about this
initiation, well-armed RUF/AFRC fotces came early in the morning to Jagbema sometime in March
or April, overran the Kamajors base, killed about 20 civilians and burnt down 45 houses, including
the house of the CDF coordinator and a school. Twenty-five Kamajors sustained injuties and 10
civilians were taken away as load carriers. The Kamajor coordinator mobilised his men and they
went to trace the RUF/AFRC forces, intercepting them at Laboya. During the encounter, 30
members of the RUF/AFRC were killed and the Kamajors liberated all the captured civilians.

At around the same time, heavily armed RUF/AFRC forces attacked Kenema Town. Some
ECOMOG forces, Kamajors and civilians were killed but ECOMOG and Kamajor forces

884 At this time indeed, Kono District was under RUF/AFRC control.
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regrouped and repelled them. On their way back to Kailahun District, those RUF/AFRC forces
were ambushed by ECOMOG forces at Mano Junction; many of them died in that ambush.

Many incidents relate the destruction of numerous buildings, private and public, in 1999 in Lower
Bambara Chiefdom. Ngiehun market was burnt down as RUF/AFRC forces entering the town
firing with the belief that Kamajors were residing there. The Roman Catholic Primary School was
unroofed as were other schools in Tongo. Zinc from these roofs was used to build booths for the
forces and furniture was used as firewood for cooking. Most of the buildings of the National
Diamond Mining Company quarters were also destroyed.

RUF/AFRC forces during this period were terrorising the population, who saw this period as
“chaos”. During their stay in Tongo Field, the RUF/AFRC were rectuiting young boys between 10
and 12 years of age; these child soldiers were carrying out most of the atrocities and many of them
were intimidating their parents. However, by October 1999, the security situation however
improved in the Tongo Field area (Lower Bambara Chiefdom) and commercial activities resumed,”
with civilians resettling in their villages.**

The situation in Koya Chiefdom was still unusual during this period. Due to the total absence of
SLA forces throughout the previous years, RUF forces had established firm control of the chiefdom
and most of the civilians who had not fled were conscripted into the movement. The first forces to
fight RUF/AFRC forces were Kamajors from Pujehun District in 1999. Koya Chiefdom had its
own Kamajors only in 2001 after men went to Kenema to be initiated.

On 20 October 1999, the Sierra Leone President officially launched the commencement of the
Demobilisation, Disarmament and Reintegration (DDR) program during a cetemony at Wilberforce
Barracks in Freetown.® A DDR camp was opened in Kenema Town to disarm CDF members,
while RUF members were to disarm at Daru (Jawie Chiefdom, Kailahun District).*® The DDR
process started on a low scale and on 4 November, the first day of the program, no CDF member
turned out. The initial deadline of 15 December set for the completion of the program was not met
and as of 23 January 2000, only 13,100 combatants had disarmed out of an estimated 45,000 total

combatants.®*

Nevertheless, after the DDR process began, the situation started to normalise in the District and in
early January 2000, the roads linking Kenema Town to Kailahun Town in the east and Kenema
Town to Koidu in the north were formally reopened by the RUF.*® As part of their country
campaign to sensitise members of the fighting factions on disarmament, the RUF leader, the Deputy

885 JRIN West Africa, 1 January 1999.
886 The number of IDPs in the District dropped from 63,319 at the end of October to 47,199 one month later.
IRIN West Africa, 14 December 1999.
887 The start of the DDR program as it was originally planned to take place within six weeks of the signing of the
Lomé Peace Agreement on 7 July 1999.
888 During this first phase of disarmament, DDR camps were also opened in Port Loko Town, Bo Town,
Moyamba Town, and Daru (Kailahun District), the security situation in Bombali, Koinadugu, and Tonkolili
remaining too unsettled.
889 JRIN West Africa, 31 October 1999.
890 IRIN West Africa, 5 January 2000.
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Defence Minister, the CDF National Coordinator and some members of ECOMOG visited
Kenema Town and Tongo Field (Lower Bambara Chiefdom) during the first week of January
2000.*" In the same month, peacekeepers from the Ghanaian battalion attached to the United
Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) were sent to Kenema Town. On 15 March 2000,
around 3,500 CDF members arrived at the DDR centte at Kenema; this was surprising, as the RUF
did not reciprocate in Kailahun District.*”

However, the DDR process did not bring an end to the fighting in the District. On 28 March 2000,
RUF forces numbering 3.500 returned to Fomaya (Gorama Mende Chiefdom),*” all dressed in t-
shirts with an ”RUF” inscription on the back. They set the town on fire and killed over 300
civilians.

Thus by May 2000, RUF forces were still controlling some parts of the District, especially the
mining areas and were engaged in mining activities in Tongo Field. In early June 2000, RUF troop
movements were recorded in the area, as forces regrouped at Tongo Field, causing tension in the
area.*” By late July, between 3,000 and 3,500 civilians were reported flecing the area, probably
following the recent clashes between RUF and SLA forces®™ and the rescue operation to free over
200 UN peacekeepers confined to their compound in Kailahun Town by RUF forces since May
2000 carried out by UNAMSIL troops between Kailahun Town and Pendembu (Upper Bambara
Chiefdom, Kailahun District)."”® In October 2000, around half of the RUF forces based in Tongo
Field moved north and engaged in the cross-border attacks on Guinea that intensified in September
2000. A meeting between UNAMSIL personnel and the RUF based in Tongo took place on
29 January 2001 at Panguma (Lower Bambara Chiefdom) to discuss the opening of the road linking
Kenema to Tongo,”” although it is not clear whether the road was reopened after this meeting.

On 10 November 2000, the Government of Sierra Leone and the RUF signed a ceasefire at Abuja,
Nigeria, reactivating the disarmament process, which had come to a halt since May 2000 and the
capture of UN peacekeepers.*” Its main provision was the disarmament of the RUF forces and the
deployment of UNAMSIL troops in RUF-held areas. However, it would however take one more
year for those provisions to be implemented, as the following events highlight.

891 JRIN West Africa, 10 January 2000.
892 JRIN West Africa, 15 March 2000.
893 RUF/AFRC had already attacked this town in 1999,
89 UNAMSIL press briefing, 1 June 2000. Furthermore, this event has to be read in conjuncton with what
happened in May in other parts of the country, where nearly 300 UN peacekeepers were captuted by RUF/AFRC
forces, thereby stalling the DDR process. In July, UNAMSIL called the Government of Sierra Leone and the RUF
to sign a ceasefire: UNAMSIL press briefing, 7 July 2000.
895 IRIN West Africa, 20. July 2001. No details could be obtained on the clashes between the RUF and the SLA in
the Tongo field area. However, in the Sierra Leone Humanitarian Report 25 July — 07 August, it is reported that
gunship attacks on the market place in Tongo killed 14 civilians, although the gunship responsible for this attack
was not confirmed. An SLA gunship also targeted RUF forces at Torpombu (Lower Bambara Chiefdom), shelling
and killing civilians.
89 This rescue operation was designed.
897 UNAMSIL press briefing, 31 January 2001.
898 Sierra Leone Humanitarian Situation Report 28 October - 13 November 2000.
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At the end of 2000 and the beginning of 2001, Kamajors mounted checkpoints at Largo, at the
border with Nongowa chiefdom, and harassed civilians travelling between Kenema Town and
Tongo Field. Money and valuable items were taken away from civilians and alleged collaborators
were detained and tied up with ropes.

Although six chiefdoms in the District were still considered to be unsafe for resettlement by the
Government of Sierra Leone in March 2001,"” about 100 UN peacekeepers from the Zambian
battalion made a long range patrol in Tongo (Lower Bambara Chiefdom) on 10 April. These
peacekeepers met with the RUF commander of the area, asking for their collaboration to allow
UNAMSIL deployment in the area.’” However, fighting between Kamajors and RUF forces
resumed around 19 April, although fatalities — if any — could not be ascertained. This fighting, which
once again prompted hundreds of civilians to flee the area” was seen as a step back in the ongoing
disarmament process and UN deployment.

On 4 May 2001, a meeting between the RUF, the Government of Sierra Leone, UN representatives
and the ECOWAS Mediation and Security Council to review the ceasefire signed on 10 November
2000 was convened, again in Abuja, Nigeria.902 The main points of concern were, among others,
related to the acceleration of the demobilisation, disarmament and reintegration of the remnants of
the RUF forces, the release of child combatants and the freedom of movement of persons. Mention
was also made of the violation of the ceasefire that took place the previous month in Tongo and
Kono District. According to UNAMSIL investigations the fighting was provoked by movements of
the Civil Defence Force (CDF) perceived as being menacing by the RUF forces.

As a proof of their commitment to the ceasefire, which was renewed in May, and to the provisions
contained in the ceasefire agreement, RUF forces handed over 131 child combatants to UNAMSIL
during a brief ceremony in Tongo on 22 June.”” In mid September, 300 UN peacekeepers from the
Zambian contingent deployed in the area.”” This first deployment was strengthened within a week,
putting the number of UNAMSIL forces deployed in Tongo field to a battalion.

In October 2001, during a meeting of the Joint committee on Disarmament, Demobilisation and
Reintegration (DDR), comprising of the Government of Sierra Leone, UNAMSIL and RUF, the
Government of Sierra Leone and the RUF agteed on a schedule for the completion of the
disarmament process and this accelerated disarmament was to take place in Kenema District
between 15 and 30 November.® Since May 2001, 20,284 combatants from the various fighting

899 Sierra Leone Humanitarian Situation Report 11 March - 31 March 2001.
200 UNAMSIL press briefing, 10 April 2001.
901 BBC Online News Archive, 21 April 2001; IRIN West Africa, 23 April 2001.
92 Further to this meeting, tripartite meetings of the Joint Committee on Disarmament, Demobilisation and
Reintegration would be held every month and one would take place in Kenema Town on 10 August 2001,
903 JRIN West Africa, 25 June 2001.
%04 JRIN West Africa, 17 September 2001.
905 The schedule for the completion of the disarmament was agreed as follows: Koinadugu and Moyamba Districts:
by 22 October; Bo and Bombali Districts: by 31 October; Western Area: between 1-7 November; Pujehun and
Tonkolili Districts: between 1-15 November and Kailahun District: between 15-30 November: IRIN West Africa,
12 October 2001.
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forces had disarmed.’™ However, the deadline set in the agreement was not met as RUF forces
showed unwillingness to disarm outside Tongo Field,”” were unhappy with some issues of a political
nature’™ and due to some logistical problems, which halted the process. Nevertheless, disarmament
started early December at a low pace for RUF forces. This process was fostered by the visit on 14
December of the RUF Interim Leader and the Force Commander of the UNAMSIL in Tongo
where they urged remaining RUF forces to complete disarmament.’”

Disarmament was therefore complete early January; in Tongo, it was completed on 5 January, one
day after the visit of the Acting Force Commander of the UNAMSIL and the Deputy Chief of
Mission.”"” As part of the events that took place in various areas across the country to symbolically
mark the end of the DDR process, a ceremony was held in Kenema Town on 21 January 2002 in the
presence of the President of Sierra Leone, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General and
Force Commander of UNAMSIL. This ceremony concluded by the burning of weapons.”"'

3. Conclusion

Although it shares a boundary with Liberia on its eastern edge, Kenema District was mainly affected
by RUF/NPFL incursions coming from the neighbouring Districts of Pujehun, Kailahun and Kono
during the first phase of the war, which spanned from 1991 to the end of 1993. This period was
marked by the incursion of the RUF/NPFL forces in three different flanks (north-west, north-east
and, mainly, south-east). As in Pujehun District, those forces were repelled out of the District in the
middle of 1991 by the SLA, who were assisted by foreign troops. During the subsequent months of
this first phase, RUF/NPFL forces launched only sporadic actions in the District. Youths and local
hunters mobilised themselves and, armed with stick, cutlasses and some shotguns, assisted the SLA
in defending the boundaries of their chiefdoms, filling the role of vigilantes. Around this time, SLA
forces were deeply engaged in repelling the RUF forces from Kailahun District and in late 1993,
confined them to the extreme east of Kailahun District, which led the NPRC Chairman to declare a
unilateral ceasefire on 1 December 1993,

Taking advantage of this ceasefire, RUF forces regrouped and launched a massive operation from
Liberia in the south-east of Kenema District, using secondary roads and bush paths. This attack
clearly marked the beginning of the second phase and by eatly 1994, RUF forces were scattered
across all the chiefdoms of the District and were engaged in mining activities in the north of the
District. Around the same time, RUF forces began regaining territory in Kailahun District and were
also spreading through Pujehun District, making all the Districts adjoining Liberia under RUF
control. This progression did not stop there, as RUF forces advanced further inland and by 1995,
were present in all the Districts of the country. The SLA, whose number increased greatly in 1994,
was not able to stop this rapid RUF progression, carried out using bush paths and guerrilla warfare

906 Sierra Leone Humanitatian Situation Report 01 - 15 October 2001,
%07 There was one DDR camp in Kenema District, one in Datu (Jawie Chiefdom, Kailahun District) and one in
Kailahun Town.
908 Those issues included the outcome of the National Consultative Conference, the continued detention of their
leader and the time taken to complete registration of the RUF as a political party: IRIN West Africa, 7 December
2001.
%09 UNAMSIL press briefing, 14 December 2001.
910 UNAMSIL press briefing, 7 January 2002,
911 UNAMSIL press briefing, 21 January 2002.
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tactics. RUF forces established important training camps in Kenema Disttict and the main camp for
the whole Southern Province and, to a limited extent, for the Eastern Province was established in
the south-west of the District. From this camp, RUF forces attacked the neighbouring chiefdoms in
Kenema and Bo Districts, staged ambushes on the Bo-Kenema highway and brought back hundreds
of abducted civilians and stolen properties from these attacks.

These two phases were accompanied by great violence against civilians, carried out mainly by the
RUF/NPFL and RUF forces but also by the SLA forces. The first acts of the RUF were to depose
and replace local authorities. During their stay, they inflicted physical and mental violence, killed,
sexually assaulted and abducted many civilians. Civilians’ property was also widely taken away and
houses were burnt down. In addition, the SLA forces also harassed civilians for food but above all
chased “rebel” collaborators, whom they killed. Starting in 1994, their behaviour towards civilians
deteriorated and civilians began to have doubts about their loyalty to the Government and their
efficiency to fight the war, as they also engaged in killing, raping and stealing of property, although
on a lower scale than the RUF forces.

However, starting in 1996, Kamajors began to fight alongside SLA forces and to occupy areas
previously under RUF control, including the main camps of the District. In this regard, the pattern
of actions in the District followed the pattetns in the Southern Province, where Kamajors started
imposing important defeats on the RUF, considerably minimising and reducing the RUF’s strength
and their control of the area.

However, following the Coup in May 1997 and the merging of the RUF with the AFRC regime, the
RUF/AFRC forces began to push the Kamajors to withdraw from their positions. Nevertheless, the
CDF regrouped, operating underground, and by September 1997 began defeating the RUF/AFRC,
as was happening concurrently in the Districts of the Southern Province. During their stay in the
District, RUF/AFRC forces imposed great harms on civilians, inflicting physical and mental
violence, killing, raping and abducting, in particular to work in the mining areas. They also
systematically stole civilians’ propetty and burnt down many buildings. They also engaged in a
widespread hunt for Kamajors collaborators, killing anybody they found whom they suspected of
being a collaborator or Kamajor member.

In early 1998, following the ECOMOG intervention in Freetown in January 1998, the Kamajors,
assisted by ECOMOG forces deployed in Kenema Town and repelled most of the RUF/AFRC out
of the District. Their stay in the District was accompanied by strict controls on the movement of the
population through the establishment of checkpoints and the harassment of civilians, which ranged
from requests for food and other items to more violent actions, including physical violence and
killing, in particular of alleged RUF and “Junta” collaboratots.

However, unlike what happened in the Southern Province, the Kamajors were unable to gain
control of the whole District, as fighting for the control of the mining area of Tongo Field
continued throughout 1998, 1999 and the first part of 2000. In this regard, the pattern of actions in
the north of the District was more similar to the way Kailahun District and, in particular, the mining
District of Kono were affected, despite the opening of disarmament centres in Kailahun Town and
Daru (Kailahun District). Indeed, after the Lomé Peace Agreement in July 1999, RUF/AFRC forces
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clearly concentrated their attacks and offensives on the mining areas of the country and, later, on
Guinean territory, giving a new dimension to the Sierra Leonean conflict.

Reactivated in November 2000, the disarmament process required one more year before being

declared complete in January 2002. Kenema, and Kailahun Districts, were the two last Districts to
be disarmed.

C. Kono District

1. Introduction

Kono District is located in the Eastern Province, together with Kailahun and Kenema Districts. It is
bordeted in the east by the Republic of Guinea and Koinadugu District, which also borders it in the
north. In the south-east, the borders of Tonkolili District and Kono District meet for a few miles,
with Kenema and Kailahun Districts forming its southern border.

Koidu, a diamond rich town, is Kono District’s headquarter town. It is located almost in the centre
of the District and is the starting and ending point of Sierra Leone’s main highway, which links
Koidu to Freetown, passing through Magburaka (headquarter town of Tonkolili District) and
Makeni (headquarter town of Bombali District). Two other highways are of importance in the
District, as they would allow the penetration of the District by the fighting forces from the southern
Districts. One leaves Koidu, passing through Tankoto and Gbane Chiefdom before entering
Kailahun District. The other one leaves Koidu, reaching Kenema Town through Nimikoro and
Gorama Kono Chiefdoms in Kono District and Lower Bambara Chiefdom, a diamond mining area
in Kenema District. An alternative to these two roads to reach the south-east is the road that leaves
Koidu and goes through the east of the District.

There are 14 chiefdoms in the District:

Chiefdom Headquarter
Fiama Jagbwema
Ghbane Gandorhun
Gbane Kandor Koatdu
Ghbense Koidu
Gorama Kono Kangama
Kamara Tombodu
Lei Saiama
Mafindor Kamiendor
Nimikoro Jaiama
Nimiyama Jaiama Sewafe
Sandor Kayima

Soa Kainkordu
Tankoro Baiama

Toli Kondewakor
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Kono District is the most diamond rich District of Sietra Leone and the wealth of its soil meant that
the District was the stage of severe fighting and violations against civilians throughout the war, from
its inception in 1991 until late 2001. The main mining areas’ - are to be found in the centre and west
of the District, in Kamara (Tombodu area), Sandor (in the south of the chiefdom), Nimikoro,
Nimiyama, Gbense and Tankoro Chiefdoms.

As in the other Districts of the Eastern Province, Kono District was affected by the conflict through
three discernable phases. The first one encompassed 1991 to 1993. During these years, RUF/NPFL
forces entered the District in the south-east through Kailahun District. Their first incursion in 1991
was limited to the two chiefdoms bordering Kailahun District and was rapidly halted by SLA forces
deployed at Gbense, Sandor, Mafindor and Gbane Kandor Chiefdoms, the latter two of which share
a border with Guinea. Local hunters known as Donsos began organising themselves in various
chiefdoms, supported and encouraged by the local authorities. RUF/NPFL forces made successive
attempts to re enter the District in 1992; by mid 1992, they had succeeded in establishing positions
in Gbane Soa Chiefdom, from where they moved towards Koidu. By late 1992, Koidu was under
RUF/NPFL control. SLA forces, assisted by local hunters coming from Koinadugu District,
repelled the RUF/NPFL forces in eatly January and strengthened their bases in the east of the
District. By mid 1993, the District was virtually free of any RUF/NPFL presence. This first phase
was characterised by widespread violations committed primarily by RUF/NPFL forces, but also by
SLA forces.

The second phase ran from 1994 to 1997. In 1994, RUF forces launched incursions in the south-east
of the country and progressively advanced into the District. Koidu was attacked for the second time
in April 1995, RUF forces taking advantage of the fact the SLA on the ground was more occupied in
mining than in defending the District. This attack on Koidu led many civilians to leave the area, as
the RUF forces began to span out in the surrounding chiefdoms. The District was recaptured
around May/June by SLA forces, newly trained by Executive Outcomes, the mercenary company in
Sierra Leone under contract with the Government. The SLA, local hunters and Executive Outcomes
dislodged the RUF forces from most of their positions and subsequent RUF attacks were carried out
by remnants RUF members. The presence of Executive Outcomes in the District brought some
relief to the population, as it also engaged in disciplining the SLA and prevented SLA members from
undertaking illegal mining. During this period, RUF forces raided some villages in the south-east of
the country.

As Executive Outcomes prevented the RUF from having access to Kono and, accordingly, to its
diamonds, the RUF posed as condition for the signing of a peace agreement that Executive
Outcomes leave the country. This condition was included into the text of the Abidjan Peace
Agreement signed between the Government and the RUF on 30 November 1996. Two months
later, Executive Outcomes pulled out of the District. After the military coup in May 1997, RUF
forces came out of the bush and merged with the AFRC regime. Few incidents were reported for
this period, as most of the RUF/AFRC activities were concentrated on mining. In fact, mining
became mote organised under the command of the RUF, who declared all mining areas to be their
property. However, harassment of civilians increased and cases of physical violence, killing, rape
and abductions were reported.

912 Besides diamonds, kimberlite mineral and gold are also mined.
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The third and final phase began in early 1998, following the ECOMOG intervention in Freetown
and the retreat of RUF/AFRC forces and concluded in August 2001, when the disarmament was
declared complete in the District. This period is characterised by a substantial increase of violations
committed by RUF/AFRC forces. Repelled from Freetown, RUF/AFRC forces arrived in Koidu in
late February/early March and rapidly spread across the whole District. ECOMOG forces assisted
by CDF members recaptured Koidu and other main towns on the highway in April 1998, sending
RUF/AFRC forces into the bush, from where they continued to carry out “Operation No Living
Thing”. Hundreds of civilians were wounded, mutilated, killed, raped and abducted as part of this
operation between February and May/June. During the second half of the year, the level of
violations decreased, as the RUF/AFRC forces were more occupied with building huts to withstand
the rainy season. At that time, most of the civilians had fled to Guinea and of those who stayed in
the District, a lot of them were abducted to be trained in the training base RUF/AFRC forces had
opened in Lei Chiefdom in the east of the District ot to be used as workers in the mining areas in
the west of the District. In December 1998, RUF/AFRC forces launched a massive operation and
recaptured Koidu from ECOMOG forces. Throughout 1999 and 2000 and despite the signing of
the Lomé Peace Agreement on 7 July 1999, RUF/AFRC forces accelerated their mining activities in
the west of the District, where every single parcel of land was mined. A training base known as
“Camp Lion” was opened in Yengema (Nimikoro Chiefdom), where hundreds of abductees from
the Northern Province were brought for training. RUF/AFRC forces also continued their
operations in the east of the District, in preparation for attacks onto the Guinean territory. Most of
the RUF/AFRC raids during this period were carried out to search for food and above all to get
more manpower, i.e. to abduct more people. Violations on civilians were still reported, in particular
on those who were abducted. During those years, CDF forces launched attacks on RUF/AFRC
positions, mainly in Sandor Chiefdom, in the north of the District and in the east, at the border with
Guinea. These operations would continue until the completion of disarmament and the brokering
of a deal to stop the illegal mining activities at the end of 2001.

2. Factual analysis

a) Events in 1991

As a result of the attack on Pendembu’” (Lower Bambara Chiefdom, Kailahun District), security
personnel and the chiefdom authorities in Gbane Chiefdom, in the south of Kono District, called a
meeting in April to discuss preventive measures. It was agreed during this meeting that towns and
villages from the chiefdom should provide local hunters, known as Donsos and energetic youths for
training, following which 200 men were trained by the Sierra Leone Police and the Special Security
Division (SSD) with the support of the Paramount Chief of Gbane. At around this time, people
from Kailahun District fleeing from RUF attacks, especially from Yawei Chiefdom, moved to
Gbane Chiefdom and settled in the villages around Gandothun and Koidu Buma towards the south
of the chiefdom near the boundary with Kenema District. Before the war began affecting Kono
District, SLA forces were deployed in Mafindor Chiefdom, at the border with Guinea. However,
shortly after the attack on Gandorhun, they went to Gbane Chiefdom to join the troops posted
there. The few forces who stayed in Mafindor Chiefdom were withdrawn in 1992 to Manjama, the
SLA base in Soa Chiefdom in the south-east of Kono District.

913 Pendembu is located on the road that enters Gbane chiefdom from Kailahun District.
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On 5 June 1991, Revolutionary United Front (RUF) forces wearing American flag bandanas on their
heads and armed with AK47s entered Koidu Buma (Gbane Chiefdom) through Yawei Chiefdom
(Kailahun District). Gbane Chiefdom was the main entry point into diamond-rich Kono District,
due to the highway that links Koidu with Gandorhun and Bunumbu (Peje West Chiefdom, Kailahun
District). At Koindu Buma, they shot and killed a man who was trying to escape and searched
houses for any valuable items, including food. Civilians were asked whether there were any Sierra
Leone Army (SLA) forces in the town’* and the RUF forces promised they would kill any SLA
member they came across.

They did not stay long in Koidu Buma, soon moving onto Gandorhun, their target being the SLA
forces. At this time, Gandorhun was, after Koidu Town, the biggest SLA deployment in Kono
Disttict. They were led to Gandorhun by a civilian they had recently conscripted, who showed them
a bypass route. The RUF forces entered the town around 03.00 a.m. with sporadic firing, armed with
AK47s, RPGs, grenades and knifes. In Gandorhun, they killed three people (two shot and one burnt
to death) and captured others, among them the brother of a prominent Lebanese businessman and
his two daughters.””® A van belonging to a civilian was taken away and used to carry property stolen
from the town to Kailahun District. Most of the population fled to other chiefdoms.

A few days later, on 8 June, 2 combined force of Sierra Leone Police, SLA, SSD and Donsos forces
repelled the RUF, who went back to Kailahun District. However, two of these RUF members got
lost in the forest and, after going without food for a few days, went to a farm to ask for food; youths
at the farm went to Gandorhun to tell the SLA about the two men. SLA forces then captured the
two RUF members and brought them to Koidu, where they were publicly tortured before being
killed. Shortly after the attack on Gandorhun, SLA forces were sent from Freetown to Koidu Town
and were deployed in the area under attack. RUF forces launched another attack on 9 June, but were
repelled by SLA, SSD and Donsos.

During their stay in the chiefdom, those forces (SLA, SSD and Donsos) inflicted violence on
civilians they accused of collaborating with RUF forces. In one instance, some people accused of
being collaborators had rags and rubber placed around their necks, which were then set on fire,
killing those people. This served as a signal for the population that they should not cooperate with
the RUF in any way.”"*

As eatly as 1991, local hunters’’ known as Donsos were to be found in Mafindor, Gbane, and Soa
Chiefdoms in the south of the District, at the border with Guinea and Kailahun District. Those

914 The RUF forces who entered the town referred to SLA forces as “Momoh’s soldiers”, from the name of the
then Head of State.
915 It is not clear from the records whether the two gitls were the daughters of the prominent businessman or the
daughters of his brother.
916 The date of this event cannot be determined with certainty and may have taken place in 1992.
917 Different groups of traditional hunters organised themselves throughout Sierra Leone to fight the advancing
RUF/NPFL and, later, RUF forces in the country. They were originally equipped solely with bladed weapons and
long guns. Those local hunters had different names, according to the tribe to which they belonged: Donsos in
Kono District; Tamaboros in Koinadugu District; Kapras in Tonkolili District; Gbethies in Port Loko District and,
to a lesser extent, Kambia District; and Kamajors in the Southern and Eastern Province (Moyamba, Bonthe, Bo,
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from Mafindor were often sent to Sukuduy, in the south of Soa Chiefdom near the Guinean border.
During the second half of 1991, Donsos started organising themselves in Sandor Chiefdom, in the
north of Kono District at the boundary with Koinadugu District. In late 1991, some Donsos came
to the chiefdom headquarters of Kayima (Sandor Chiefdom) to be trained by SLA forces on guerrilla
tactics, military manoeuvres and staging ambushes. At that time, the SLA military headquarters were
in Ngaya. As the war intensified at the boundary between Kono and Kailahun Districts, SLA forces
together with Donsos or vigilantes were deployed in strategic towns such as Yormandu and Tefeya
(Sandor Chiefdom), at the border with Gbense Chiefdom. Yormandu is a strategic town as it is
located over the Bafi River and had one of the longest bridges in Kono District. It is worth noting
that at this time, only a few SLA forces were deployed with many local hunters, also called vigilantes,
more of whom were trained later on. However, at that time, SLA forces continually told civilians
that they were neglected by the Government, whose support for the local hunters extended only to
the supply of ammunition.

In late 1991, the Paramount Chief of Mafindor Chiefdom and “impor‘cant”()18 Kono Authorities
gathered the population in Kainkordu, the headquarter town of Soa Chiefdom. They asked for the
youths and the local hunters, the Donsos, to organise themselves into a Civil Defence Unit (CDU).
The youths and local hunters did so and began to organise the security of the town and the
chiefdom, mainly by establishing checkpoints in the headquarter town. It is interesting to note that
this meeting and the formation of vigilantes and organisation of Donsos was directly encouraged by
the State authorities and also took place in other villages and towns in Soa chiefdom. At this early
stage of the existence of Donsos, an embryonic administrative structure was established to assist the
hunters on the ground. Thus, the 14 chiefdoms of Kono District were taxed (Le 1,000 per house)
and the money was sent to the CDU headquarters in Koidu. Donsos and youths then received this
money to buy torches and other simple logistical equipment to assist with their function as
watchmen. At this time also, the SLA deployed one Battalion at Manjama (Soa Chiefdom), which
became a strong base. Youths, Donsos and SLA forces were working together, the youths and
Donsos being of a great help to the SLA as they were more familiar with the local terrain.

On hearing of RUF attacks on Sukudu and Konjo (Soa Chiefdom) in December 1991, a convoy of
nearly 150 SLA members together with 19 youths went there to retake the towns. However on their
arrival, no RUF forces were to be found. In Sukudu, they found five dead civilians with bullet
wounds and 27 houses totally burnt.””” The fact that those youths joined the SLA forces to go and
confront RUF forces was rather unusual at that time, as their main function was to operate
checkpoints and to undertake patrols. Indeed, when they came back from this mission, their leader
forwarded the information to their headquarters in Koidu. On receiving the information, CDU
headquarters in Koidu sent two packets of shotgun cartridges. As cross-border raids were reported
at the boundary with Kailahun District, the Paramount Chief of Soa exhorted the Donsos and
vigilantes to advance towards the border to guard all the routes. The Youths’ leader did not favour

Pujehun, Kenema and Kailahun Districts). In 1996, those local hunters would be organised under a national
structure known as the Civil Defence Forces (CDF).
918 This delegation consisted of the then Member of Parliament for Kono North East, Soa Chiefdom Paramount
Chief, Kono Senior District Officer, All People’s Congress (APC) Secretary General, the Overall commander of
Tankoro Chiefdom Police Station and others.
919 The reports make no mention of any casualdes in Konjo or in any of villages that were attacked on the way.
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this, as they lacked weapons, and a meeting was convened in Koidu to decide on what action to
take.”” A few days later, other villages at the boundary with Kailahun District, including Maa and
Workor, were also attacked, people were killed and houses burnt’* Civilians in these villages
reported that the forces who attacked them were speaking Krio, Liberian and other languages;
accordingly, they identified those forces as RUF from Sierra Leone, NPFL forces from Liberia and
mercenaries from Burkina Faso. At around the same time, some youths based at Levuma (Soa
Chiefdom, on the border with Kailahun District) captured a man they alleged to be a RUF
collaborator. This man was brought to Manjama, where the SLLA commander ordered him to be
shot.

b) Events in 1992

In January 1992, RUF forces were to be found in the boundary villages between Yawei Chiefdom
(Kailahun District) and Gbane Chiefdom, as well as in Gandorhun and its environs. After the attack
on Gandorhun in 1991, the RUF forces had retreated to their base in Kailahun District.”* This was
the start of a series of battles between RUF forces and the combined forces of the SLA, SSD and
Donsos. At that time, the combined forces killed some people suspected of being “rebel”
collaborators, including by putting a tyre around the neck of suspects and setting fire to it.

At this time, local hunters from Sandor Chiefdom were sent to the south of the District where the
RUF/NPFL forces were advancing. In February 1992, a military base was set up in Mboama
(Gbane Chiefdom) and 30 SLA members together with 47 Donsos were deployed there.

A meeting gathering the young men of Nimikoro Chiefdom was summoned by the Chiefdom
Speaker and an SLA officer in April 1992 at the chiefdom headquarters of Jaiama. The purpose of
this meeting was to organise the young men into vigilante groups that could assist the SLA in
defending the chiefdom from RUF/NPFL attacks. A lot of young men volunteered and received
some training from the SLA.

A fierce battle took place in May 1992 in Gandothun (Gbane Chiefdom), where the RUF forces
were repelled from the chiefdom. The fighting continued sporadically and, shortly after, the
RUF/NPFL managed to overpower the combined forces and establish their first permanent base in
Kono District, which was used to attack the surrounding villages. The RUF/NPFL forces attacked
Sidu (Gbane Chiefdom), at the boundary with Tankoro Chiefdom, in May. Donsos from Baiama
(Tankoro Chiefdom), eight miles from Sidu, informed the SLA forces deployed in Koidu of the
advancing RUF/NPFL forces. The SLA therefore deployed in Baiama and Woama (Tankoro
Chiefdom), where a battle took place between RUF/NPFL and SLA/Donsos. During these attacks,
civilians were killed, property was taken and civilians were forced to carry the stolen property.’”
RUF/NPFL wete bypassing the government forces in Woama to attack villages in Tankoro

920 Although there wete no details about this meeting, it can be inferred that it was convened at the CDU
headquarters. The result of this meeting could be the reinforcement of SLA forces to Manjama and the registration
of armed Donsos in early 1992.
921 The vigilantes found three dead civilian males in Maa and two burnt houses in Workor.
922 During this time, RUF/NPFL forces had different bases in Kailahun District, the main one being in Kailahun
Town (Luawa Chiefdom, Kailahun District).
923 No more information was available on these events.
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Chiefdom, up to nearby Koidu. During these attacks, captured SILA forces and Donsos were killed,
often after physical violence was inflicted on them.”™

In October 1992, the RUF/NPFL forces finally drove the SLA forces from their base in Woama
and established a second RUF/NPFL base there. This opened access to Koidu for the RUF/NPFL
forces, since Woama is located on the Gandorhun-Koidu highway. The attack on Woama created
panic among civilians in Koidu, who started to leave the town. SLA forces mounted checkpoints in
Koidu to search the fleeing population for arms and suspected “rebels”. For example, a prominent
Tankoro Chiefdom authority was arrested at one of these checkpoints, suspected of being a “rebel”
because he had in his briefcase a traditional dress like the one worn by local hunters. He was publicly
tortured and beheaded in the main central area of Koidu.

Advancing RUF/NPFL forces captured an armouted car on 22 October 1992 from the SLA forces
at Wordu, three miles south of Koidu. The RUF/NPFL forces burnt the car and a lot of SLA forces
were killed. Some of the civilians who were fleeing the RUF/NPFL advance on Koidu drowned in
the surrounding rivers, which had swollen following heavy rains. On 23 October 1992, RUF/NPFL
forces launched an attack on Koidu from Woama. The following day, SLA forces together with
some local hunters launched a counter attack on the town and repelled the RUF/NPFL forces.
After this battle, the bodies of many civilians were left lying on the streets of the town, apparently
caught in the crossfire as they tried to escape the fighting.”” Houses were burnt and many civilians
were abducted by RUF/NPFL forces, among them a foreign worker.  In early December,
RUF/NPFL forces attacked the town for the second time from the same direction and repelled the
SLA forces as far as Yormandu (Sandor Chiefdom).””® The RUF/NPFL forces also repelled the
SLA forces deployed at Bumpe (Nimikoro Chiefdom), located on the Kono-Makeni highway, up to
Sewafe (Nimiyama Chiefdom), which is near the Sewa River. In Bumpe junction, one civilian, a
Limba by tribe, was shot dead by the RUF/NPFL commander who also ordered that the wife of the
man be killed.

The fall of Koidu to the RUF/NPFL forces was interpreted against the Kono tribe and especially
against the Paramount Chiefs, who became the target of SLA forces. Shortly after the attack on the
town, a car arrived in Koidu carrying the wife of the Fiama Paramount Chief, who was in the boot
of the car with his hands tied behind his back, his eyes swollen. When they recognised the
Paramount Chief, civilians fled the area, fearful of being recognised by the Paramount Chief, which
they believed could cause problems for them with SLA forces. The Paramount Chief was then taken
to Tekko Barracks in Makeni (Bombali District); his death was subsequently confirmed. The
Tombodu SLA forces later released his wife, after she had been raped by an unspecified number of
SLA members. Some reports mention that the Paramount Chief was arrested because he failed to
cooperate with SLA forces while another mentions that the Paramount Chief might have been
arrested on the allegation that he had been found petforming some ritual after the successful
advance of RUF forces. Other Paramount Chiefs and other authorities from the District were

924 During that time, it was alleged that SLA forces sometime abandoned their positions at the battlefront to go to
Koidu (Gbense Chiefdom) to meet their relatives or to mine.
925 This was inferred from the belongings found lying next to the bodies and needs to be darified.
926 Tt cannot be determined with certainty whether the bodies of civilians were found on the streets after the first
or the second attack.
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arrested and sent to Pademba Road prison in Freetown on the grounds they had aided and abetted
the capture of Kono District by RUF forces.

By the end of 1992, RUF/NPFL forces were therefore controlling a vast area of Kono District,
including the main roads leading to Koidu.”” During their stay in Koidu, RUF/NPFL forces
patrolled the surrounding villages in search of local hunters or pockets of SLA forces. During these
patrols, the RUF/NPFL forces killed civilians, took property and abducted several civilians, taking
them to Koidu to work for the RUF/NPFL forces. At Baiama, for example, about 60 men and
women, including a prominent Kono authority, were taken away.

In 2 bid to repel the RUF/NPFL forces out of Koidu, an air campaign was undertaken, with the
assistance of Nigerian Alpha Jets.”*

When Koidu fell into the hands of the RUF/NPFL forces, most of its inhabitants left the town for
Sandor Chiefdom, known to be an agricultural chiefdom full of hunters ready to defend their land.
Those people coming to Sandor Chiefdom were searched at checkpoints by the SLA forces and the
local hunters. During these searches, SLLA forces or local hunters took whatever property they
desired. Any civilians who resisted were molested and risked being termed as “rebel” collaborators,
for which they could be killed. In addition, some civilians were killed for their money;” SLA forces
and local hunters harassed businessmen in particular. At this time, Yormandu town, in the south of
Sandor Chietdom on the boundary with Kamara Chiefdom, was ovetcrowded with displaced people
and many people were not able to sleep in houses, staying instead in the church, the mosque and the
Court Barrie. Food, water and medical facilities rapidly became scarce and cholera broke out at
Yormandu and Kayima, the chiefdom headquarter located in the north-west of the chiefdom, taking
the lives of many people.

Another crowd of civilians left Koidu after it had been recaptured by RUF forces and headed
through Nimikoro Chiefdom for Kangama (Gorama Kono Chiefdom in the south of the District).
On their way to Kangama, they had to pass through many checkpoints controlled by local hunters.
At Moinmadu (Nimikoro Chiefdom), they fell into an RUF/NPFL attack. In the eatly hours of the
morning, 2 RUF member disguised as an Imam called the people for prayer.’* Shortly after, the
people who had gathered in the Mosque were surrounded by RUF/NPFL forces, who fired heavily
in the air, capturing those in the mosque and other civilians in the town. Three civilians and a local
hunter were killed in front of the Mosque and three men and a woman sustained serious injuries.
Some young gitls”' were publicly raped. Two houses alleged to belong to the Kamajor commander
of the area were burnt down. The people who had been captured were gathered in the Coutt Barrie
and those who had food were forced to give it to the RUF/NPFL forces, who also accompanied

927 Tt is interesting to note that these attacks on Koidu went virtually unreported in the media.
928 Inter Press Service, 18 December 1992. Since the middle of 1991, foreign troops, including Nigetians and
Guineans forces were fighting alongside the SLA, further to bilateral agreements signed between Sierta Leone and
Guinea and between Sierra Leone and Nigeria.
929 This information is reported in general terms and does not specify the exact location of every occutrence.
930 Kono District is predominantly Muslim and according to the Islam, a Muslim is bound to pray five times a day.
Each of the five periods for prayers is preceded by a call, known as adhaan. The eatly morning prayer may be
offered any time within two hours after dawn.
931 Although the exact age is not reported, it is mentioned that they were under age.
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other civilians to fetch water and food from elsewhere. During this, some civilians managed to
escape, which led the commander to punish his forces who had gone to the bush with the civilians
by lashing them and locking them in a veranda near the Court Barrie. After three days, the
RUF/NPFL forces together with their captives took a bush path towards Gandorhun (Gbane
Chiefdom, south east of Nimikoro Chiefdom), which at that time was one of their strongholds. On
their way, local hunters attacked the convoy and successfully overran the RUF/NPFL forces. The
civilians who had been with the RUF/NPFL forces were then brought to Tikonko in the north of
Gorama Kono Chiefdom.

As Donsos from Sandor Chiefdom needed logistics, food, medicine and ammunition, a mass
meeting was summoned at the chiefdom headquarters of Kayima probably in late October to
provide assistance to the hunters. At the meeting, it was agreed that each taxpayer should contribute
Le 500 and 2 few cups of rice every month.

In November 1992, hunters from Tefeyah (Sandor Chiefdom) spread the news that a man was killed
by uniformed men believed to be “rebels”, who took his money and diamonds. It was, however,
later said that these uniformed men were not “rebels” but SLA forces, who did this because they had
heard a few days earlier that the man had diamonds. Supporting this theory, it was said that it was
highly unlikely that RUF forces would come to a big town like Tefeyah to kill only one person.

A convoy of an unspecified number of armed and unarmed men, women and children — namely
RUF/NPFL forces and their captives — coming from the direction of Koidu arrived in Kainkordu
(Soa Chiefdom) in late November. They stayed in the town for only one hour, killing some people,
breaking doors, gathering anything that was of interest for them and abducting some civilians before
heading through Manjama (Soa Chiefdom) to Sandaru, the RUF/NPFL base in Penguia Chiefdom
(Kailahun District). This road, which links Koidu with Kainkordu and Penguia Chiefdom (Kailahun
District), was often used by RUF forces in search of food. Also in Soa chiefdom, on 8 December, an
RUF commander escorted by some men arrived in the chiefdom headquarter of Kainkordu. On his
arrival, he explained that his movement, the RUF, had come to put an end to the APC regime and
that it now controlled the whole of Kailahun, Kono and Pujehun Districts, as well as part of
Kenema District.”” He further said that the people from Soa Chiefdom should join the movement
and celebrate the presence of their “new government”. He mounted green pieces of material on top
of a high pole as a symbol that this was now RUF-controlled territory and appointed men and
women as the new authorities of the chiefdom.

The mobilisation of youths and local hunters was reinforced and structured by the creation of
Eastern Region Civil Defence Committee, aiming at mobilising “well-meaning Sierra Leoneans” to

932 This should be placed in the context of Sierra Leone’s position at the bottom of the Human Development
Index: between 1991 and 2000, 57% of the population lived on less than 1 USD (2.000 SLL) per day and 74.5%
lived on less than 2 USD (4.000 SLL) per day: see UNDP Human Development Report 2003,
http:/ /www.undp.org/hdr2003/indicator/cty_f_SLE.html, last visited on 30 December 2003.
933 The loss of Kono and Kailahun Districts to the hands of the RUF/NPFL forces had a significant impact on the
economy, as most of Sierra Leone’s income came from the production of cash crops in Kailahun District and the
mining activities in Kono District. Following the capture of Koidu by the RUF/NPFL forces, the National
Diamond Mining Co. ceased its operations: Mining Annual Review, 1 July 1993.
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fight alongside the SLA. This committee was composed of representatives of Kenema, Kailahun and
Kono Districts, with some from Freetown.”

c) Events in 1993

In January, SLA forces coming from Freetown were deployed at Sewafe Bridge (Nimiyama
Chiefdom) and merged with another group who had retreated from Koidu. Those SLA forces
recaptured Sewafe town and advanced further on the Koidu highway together with local hunters
known as Tamaboros from Koinadugu, Guinean forces and ULIMO-K members. They launched
different attacks in Nimikoro, Nimiyama and Tankoro Chiefdoms, successfully driving out RUF
forces from the areas previously under their control. Koidu was retaken in the same wave of attacks,
on 22 January.”® SLA forces from the Moa Barracks in Daru (Jawie Chiefdom, Kailahun District)
also took control of Gandorhun (Gbane Chiefdom).

Those combined forces were heavily armed with tanks, armoured personnel carriers, AA guns and
AK47s. They made several deployments in the atea, including Koidu, and started patrolling villages
and towns around Koidu in search of “rebels” and “rebel” collaborators, which led to the killing of
many civilians accused of being “rebel” collaborators or sympathisers. The commanding officer
ordered all the civilians living in the areas formerly under RUF/NPFL control to move to Ngor
Town, which is located after the Sewa Bridge in Mimiyama Chiefdom, where the first displaced
camp was opened for the people of Kono.”” Shortly after, SLA forces engaged in massive looting, as
civilians had left their homes.

After the first group of Tamaboros™ arrived in January 1993, a second group came in July. The
Donsos also stepped up their presence and wete active in Yormandu (Sandor Chiefdom) and Koidu
(Gbense Chiefdom) in January, in Tombodu (Kamara Chiefdom) between March and August and at
the border between Soa Chiefdom and Kailahun District and in Kangama (Gorama Kono) in
December.

In early 1993, Kono authorities complained to the Government about looting and harassment by
SLA forces during the previous month, so the Government sent a new SLA commander to Kono
District. Following his arrival, the SLA forces based in Koidu started issuing passes for civilians
relocated in the IDP camp who wished to visit theit homes to check their belongings. Nigerian
forces arrived in Koidu, while some SLA and Guinean forces moved to attack RUF/NPFL
positions in Kailahun District. The Nigerian forces encouraged civilians to return and resettle in
their villages. SLA and Nigerian troops were based in different strategic towns like Yengema, near
the Kono-Makeni highway in Nimikoro Chiefdom; Tombodu, a diamond-rich town in Kamara

934 BBC Summary of World Broadcasts, 22 December 1992.
935 No information was obtained on the casualties sustained during those attacks.
236 It cannot be inferred from the information collected whether this commanding officer was controlling all the
combined forces, or just the SLA forces or the Guinean troops.
937 Around the same period, other camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) were operational in the country,
notably in Gondama (Kakua Chiefdom, Bo District), where thousands of civilians from Pujchun District found
refuge.
938 Local hunters from Koinadugu.
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Chiefdom; and Koidu (Gbense Chiefdom), where they encouraged civilians to mine for diamonds.””

Tombodu (Kamara Chiefdom) was a commercial centre and was the arrival and departure point for
passenger helicopters flying to and from Freetown. Thus, by the end of 1993, most of the civilians
who had earlier left the chiefdom came back to Kamara Chiefdom, as it was free of RUF presence.

However, those SLA forces killed an unspecified number of civilians suspecting of being RUF
members or sympathisers. Those executions took place at Bendu 11, where the bodies were dumped
in a mass grave. In separate incident, another group of SLA members, who had replaced those who
had arrested the Paramount Chief of Fiama, arrested a civilian and shot him twice without giving
reasons. His body was left on the ground and a few civilians buried him afterwards. Also at
Tombodu, Tamaboros coming from Koinadugu District to help the SLA forces drive the RUF out
of the country undertook massive screening of civilians. As part of this process, in March,” 2,000
civilians were gathered in the Court Bartie to be screened by the Tamaboros, headed by a woman
dressed in traditional hunter attire. Some members of the SLA were also gathered at the Court
Barrie. The woman conducted the screening through her mirror, which allegedly allowed her to
assess whether a person was a “genuine civilian” or a “rebel”. Those who were identified as “rebels”
were either killed or sent to Pademba Road Prison in Freetown. After the screening process, civilians
were given a pass that allowed them to move freely in the chiefdom and beyond without fearing of
being molested or suspected of being a “rebel”. People commonly gave the nickname “Unmolested”
to this pass, which was issued by SLA officers.

Some Kono elites came together and formed an organisation called Koeyor, the primary objective of
which was to restore dignity to the people of Kono. Together with the Kono Students Union, they
pleaded for the release of the Kono Paramount Chiefs and other authorities who had been detained
by the NPRC regime.

RUF forces were active in the eastern chiefdoms in the District during the first half of 1993, which
was marked by incidents of killing and the destruction of property. For example, in Sukudu, at the
beginning of the year, a prominent farmer had both of his arms chopped off. RUF forces tied a
letter around his neck telling the then Head of State, Captain Strasser, that they were “still in
control”. In Kundima (Soa Chiefdom), five elderly people were killed in January by RUF forces.
Their bodies showed machete wounds and one woman appeared to have had her head smashed on a
rock. In February, RUF forces also attacked Kainkordu (Soa Chiefdom). Returning civilians later
discovered 40 houses that had been completely burnt down and 27 bodies, which they buried in a
dug out toilet in the southern part of the town. At that time, RUF forces also attacked Jagbwema
(Fiama Chiefdom) for the second time, although there were no reported casualties.

SLA harassment of civilians was also reported in Mafindor and Gbane Kandor Chiefdoms. For
example, cattle belonging to a civilian was taken and killed for food for the SLA forces. In Koardu
(Gbane Kandor Chiefdom), civilians were locked up in the SLA guardroom and beaten if they
complained about the behaviour of the SLA forces. Similar acts took place in Dunamaor (Gbane
Kandor Chiefdom), where SLA forces entered the village, firing their weapons. As they began to

939 It cannot however be inferred from the records whether the civilians were mining for the Nigerian and SLA
forces or for themselves, with the encouragement of those forces.
940 This screening process probably continued in April and May and is also reported in Koinadugu District.
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take people’s poultry, one SLA member asked a man to give them his torch as well, which he
refused to do. This refusal was not taken well by the SLA forces, who chased the man into the
bushes. As he was hiding in the bushes, they took property from his house and assembled all the
women and men of the village to punish them in order to find out where the man was hiding.”* The
matter was later settled as the man’s sister gave the SLA forces some money, some cups of rice and a
chicken.

In addition, acts of physical violence, torture and killing of suspected “rebel” collaborators also took
place. In May 1993, SLA forces were looking for two civilians whom they suspected of being “rebel”
collaborators. As the nephew of one of those two wanted men was alleged to be on his way to warn
his uncle, SLA forces arrested him in Gbamandufao (Gbane Kandor Chiefdom). His head was
shaved with a piece of broken bottle and he was told to eat his hair, which had been mixed with
sand. He then was hit with a bayonet before being brought to Koardu, where more violence was
inflicted on him. He was then brought to Manjama (Soa Chiefdom) to ascertain whether he was a
“rebel”, where he was eventually killed. Another suspected “rebel” collaborator in Koardu (Gbane
Kandor Chiefdom) was tied up, made to lie down in the sun and was severely beaten. In Ndanbadu,
in September, a man was severely beaten then brought to Koardu, where he was locked in a
guardroom because he had asked why the SLLA members were taking people’s cattle.

In the meantime, the Donsos were trying to resist to RUF attacks. In June, they deployed alongside
the border with Kailahun District. In mid 1993, SLA forces were deployed in Soa Chiefdom and for
the rest of the year, the area was almost free of RUF attacks.

Following rumours of an approaching RUF attack on Kangama (Gorama Kono Chiefdom) and its
environs in October 1993, a meeting was summoned in the town in early December. The purpose of
this meeting was to motivate the youths of the chiefdom to be initiated into the Kamajors society
and to take up arms.”” After this meeting, between 100 and 200 youths registered to join the society.
In mid December, 150 of these youths came back to the town with a gallon of palm oil and 10 cups
of rice each for logistic support. They were then taken to a place called Jagbwema Kamba to be
initiated into the Kamajors society. The initiator was also the initiator for Gorama Mende and Lower
Bambara Chiefdoms (Kenema District). The initiates stayed in the bush for three weeks before
returning to Kangama Town in early January 1994.

Following successful SLA attacks on RUF positions in Kailahun District in late 1993, Kono District
was declared safe and IDPs from Ngor camp were repatriated to Koidu by the Government with
the help of some Non-Governmental Organisations.”*

Around the same period, the SLA had recaptured most of the RUF positions in Kailahun and
Pujehun Districts, which led the NPRC Chairman to declare a unilateral ceasefire on 1 December

941 The type and duration of punishment they received were not specified.
942 No Kamajor initiation had, however yet take place in the country, not even in the Southern Province, from
where it originated. Accordingly, this information about the Kamajors may simply mean that youths and local
hunters gathered, as they did in Kenema District, but were not initiated by an initiator as such.
943 In September, the NPRC Secretary General announced that the situation in Kono was calm and civilians could
go back to their villages without hindrance: BBC Summary of Wotld Broadcasts, 9 September 1993.
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1993. This ceasefire was however largely violated, as RUF forces launched a massive operation in
Kenema District in late December.

d) Events in 1994°*
By the end of January and following the renewal of hostilities in the Eastern Province and in
Pujehun District, the NPRC Chairman declared “total war’” against the RUF.

In early 1994, returning chiefs created the Kono Council of Paramount Chiefs, chaired by the
Paramount Chief of Mafindor Chiefdom, with the consent of the NPRC Commanding Officer
Secretariat in Kono.””

RUF forces were reported to be in Baiama, in the south of Tankoro Chiefdom, in early 1994, where
they burnt houses and raped gitls. In March, they reached Levuma, a village of 70 houses south of
Tankoro Chiefdom, near the border with Gorama Kono Chiefdom, whete 70 people where shot
and killed. This action was allegedly undertaken in reprisal for the local hunters attacking RUF
positions and for the civilians’ lack of support for the RUF movement. The Gorama Kono
Kamajors subsequently launched an attack on Levuma and, after retaking control of the town,
buried the corpses of the 70 victims in a mass grave in town, since burying them outside the town
ran the risk of an encounter with RUF forces. During the RUF counter attack on Foindu (Gorama
Kono Chiefdom, at the border with Tankoro Chiefdom), 10 houses were burnt, five people were
killed, girls were raped and people were abducted. Others were wounded with cutlasses, including
the Section Chief of Tankoro Chiefdom.

By April, the Tamaboros who had helped the SLA repelling the RUF/NPFL forces out of Koidu in
January 1993 moved back to the Northern Province, their region of origin, to fight the RUF
advance.”"

In May, more local hunters were gathered in Gorama Kono Chiefdom,””’ thereby enabling them to
retake Foindu from the RUF. Other towns in Gorama Kono were also the site of fighting between
Kamajor and RUF forces. As rumours spread about an attack on Kangama, the main Kamajor base
for the whole chiefdom, up to 124 more youths were initiated into the Kamajor society. The
anticipated attack on Kangama took place in September 1994 and after the Kamajors succeeded in
countering the RUF forces, the chiefdom was free from RUF incursions until 1995. In order to
ensure security, the Kamajors laid constant ambushes on the four entry points from neighbouring
chiefdoms, namely at Nimiyama, Nimikoro, Tankoro and Gbane Chiefdoms.

944 1t should be noted that the information for 1994, 1995 and to a certain extent 1996 is sometimes confused and
inconsistent. The information related in this report for this petiod was thoroughly crosschecked, notably in
correlation with what happened in other places at the same tme, but although thete can be no doubt on the actual
occurrence of the events, the exact date of those events cannot be ascertained with any cettainty.
945 The main aim of the tradidonal authorities was to defend their District but no more information could be
obtained on its precise role. It, however highlights how local authorities organised themselves to defend their land
against RUF incursions.
946 Inter Press Service, 21 April 1994,
947 This gathering of local hunters at that time did not encompass initiation as such. Initiation cetemonies would-
not be performed in the Eastern Province before 1996.
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In 1994, the taking of property was common by all factions, including RUF forces, SLA forces and
Donsos, and businessmen were common targets. For example, at Yormandu, on a Friday market
day, an SLA member killed a businessman for his money, approximately 4,000 to 5,000 US dollars.
At Mansundu, another businessman was killed and his money was taken.

The Donsos were active in Sandor Chiefdom and were sometimes attacked by RUF forces during
small-scale operations. In mid 1994, RUF forces entered Yormandu, where they killed one police
officer and abducted the Donsos deputy chief’s daughter. By the end of the year, 2,000 hunters were
registered in Sandor Chiefdom.”*

SLA forces were harsh with civilians they suspected of abiding or collaborating with the RUF, which
led to disunity between civilians and the SLA. Civilians were also harassed without being suspected
of being 2a RUF member and, in particular in diamond-rich Kamara Chiefdom, acts of violence and
molestation were inflicted on civilians by SLA forces engaged in illegal mining, who used and took
civilians’ properties and abducted women to be their “wives”. The smuggling of diamonds was at its
peak during this period. At the same time, some civilian members of the NPRC regime organised
themselves in a group called “Convoy” and engaged in mining activities, molesting any authority or
landowner who stood in their way.”® A lot of small mining companies sprang up in this way.

In addition, SLA forces sometimes disguised themselves as RUF forces and attacked villages. For
example, in Yorkordu (Sandor Chiefdom), located near the Bafin River, seven SLA members took
property from the village before falling into a hunters’ ambush. These attacks suspected to be carried
out by SLA members pretending to be RUF forces led to disunity between local hunters and SLA
forces and at Bakidu, SLA forces pretending to be RUF and who came to attack towns along the
river were drowned by Donsos. Around the same time, between Mansundu and Worko (Sandor
Chiefdom), RUF forces killed four SLA members, cut off their heads and displayed them on sticks.

A fierce RUF attack took place during that year in Yatandoe (Fiama Chiefdom).”” RUF forces, who
were believed to have come from different directions, attacked the town with heavy firepower.
During the course of their stay in the town, houses were burnt, people killed and women raped. A
specific event was the chopping off of the two arms of one SLA member. Some civilians were
abducted and taken to Kailahun. Civilians who sought refuge in the bush were chased by the RUF
forces, who shot and killed some of them, looted and set on fire the huts built in the bush, known as
“mansion”. People from Fiama Chiefdom stayed in the bush until Executive Outcomes came to
Kono District in 1995.

SLA forces remained in Mafindor and Gbane Kandor Chiefdoms, which were virtually free of RUF
activity. However, SLA harassment of civilians, which was common during previous years,
continued throughout 1994. In February, SLA forces requested the civilians from Sangema (Gbane

948 The reported information concerning Sandor Chiefdom was confused and did not allow us to expand our
analysis on this chiefdom. Although it is likely that the information reported above did take place in 1994, it may
have taken place at a different date and no more information was available on these events.
9% These civilians were called the “blue eye boys™ and the nature of their relations with the NPRC regime it is not
clear from the records. These mining activities were also catried out in 1995.
950 The date was not specified for this incident.
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Kandor Chiefdom) to come to Koardu to brush the roads. As they did not get the message early
enough and accordingly did not show up on time for the work, the civilians were gathered in
Sangema and made to sit on the ground. As one of the civilians tried to reach a compromise with
the SLA forces, he was hit with a weapon on his head. The SLA forces present in the village also
took goats and poultry. The matter was reported to the SLA officer in charge in Manjama, who
ordered the arrest of the SLA members involved.”” Another incident relates the fate of one woman
in Marrah (Mafindor Chiefdom) in March, who was beaten and kicked by a member of the SLA,
who accused her of having planned to sabotage the NPRC regime.

From November 1994, SLA forces were no longer based in Mafindor Chiefdom, although they were
still patrolling the chiefdom. In Soa Chiefdom, SLA forces were still deployed in Manjama. Also in
Soa Chiefdom, a jet bombardment was heard between Kongomadu and Theyor, which was believed
to have been ECOMOG forces missing an RUF position.

f) Events in 1995

During this year, SLLA forces were occupied with mining activities, leaving the security of the District
to the under-equipped Donsos. During the first months of the year, the RUF forces succeeded in
capturing major towns, including Koidu, in the wealthy west of the District, before being repelled in
May and June by the combined forces of SLA, Executive Outcomes and local hunters.

In early 1995, RUF forces attacked Gandorhun (Gbane Chiefdom), advancing within a week on
Woama (Tankoro Chiefdom) and then on Motema (Nimikoro Chiefdom). In this way, they
approached Koidu town, which created panic among the inhabitants. In Motema, six police officers
were killed, as well as a prominent Chief. The retreating SLA forces settled in Kamara and Sandor
Chiefdoms, harassing civilians and taking their property.

RUF forces took advantage of the fact that SLA forces were more occupied with mining activities
than with protecting the District borders. It has been suggested that junior SLA forces embarked on
mining because they were suffering in their areas of deployment, as they did not receive much
support from the Government and their officers were enriching themselves by mining diamonds.
Furthermore, the attack on Motema, which is located on the Koidu-Makeni highway, created an
increase in prices and a shortage of essential items in Koidu town, as the highway was no longer
accessible.

In late April 1995, RUF forces launched their attack on Koidu. At this time, confusion arose in the
mind of civilians about the identity of the fighting forces in control of the town. The RUF forces
successfully captured one part of the bridge but the identification of the forces occupying the other
part was unclear. Civilians thought that they may either be “loyal soldiers”, namely SLA members
fighting for the Government, or they may be “sobels”.”> This attack is referred to as “the second
attack”, “phase II”, or “5:05” by civilians from Koidu. Unlike the first attack, which took place in
late 1992, RUF forces used heavy calibre weapons such as mortar bombs, RPGs and LMGs. During

931 The SLA members in question were not arrested.
952 This term refers to either SLA members who joined the RUF movement but who still used their SLA uniforms,
so people thought they were fighting for the Government, ot SLA members who, although they did not join the
RUF as such, were acting as if they were “rebels”, adopting the same behaviours.
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the attack, a lot of civilians were killed and RUF forces took property from hundreds of houses and
abducted many people, either to work in the mines or to carry their loads. Shortly after, RUF forces
took control of the whole town.

After the attack on Koidu, RUF forces fanned out and attacked many more places, which soon fell
under their control. During these attacks, people were ill-treated and killed and property was taken
or destroyed, including houses. For example, RUF forces who were on their way to Tombodu
(Kamara Chiefdom) cut off 2 woman’s nose. Shortly afterwards, RUF forces attacked Tombodu.
After the attack, inhabitants who returned to pack some belongings saw three houses burnt down
and two bodies, although the actual levels of destruction and killing were likely to be much higher.
Baiama (Tankoro Chiefdom headquarter, in the south of the chiefdom) was attacked and all the
houses were burnt down. Some young women and men were abducted and taken to Koidu, which
was at this time under RUF control. The abducted men were forced to carry the stolen property.
RUF forces also proceeded further north and attacked Yormandu, south of Sandor Chiefdom,
following the local hunters up to Bandu, three miles south-east of Kayima (Sandor Chiefdom
headquarters).””

The April attack on Koidu led to a massive exodus of the population towards Kamara Chiefdom
and towards the villages of Jagbwema (Fiama Chiefdom) and Kainkordu (Soa Chiefdom). In
Jagbwema, fleeing civilians met with armed men in new uniforms, which led them to think they were
SLA forces coming to recapture Koidu. However, shortly after their arrival, one of these armed men
shot a civilian in the chest for asking them who they were. These armed men took personal effects
and money from the civilians and burnt down one prominent businessman’s house. While in their
hiding place in the bush, fleeing people in Soa Chiefdom heard on the BBC “Focus on Africa”
Program that “white men had come to Koidu”.”** RUF forces used Jagbwema (Fiama Chiefdom) as
their base to lead ambushes in the area, during which some civilians were tortured and raped.()55

During the same period, people suspected of being “rebel collaborators” were arrested and
imprisoned by SLA forces. The NPRC regime imprisoned a lot of authorities they accused of
collaboration with RUF forces at Pademba Road Prison in Freetown. At this time, further doubts
were raised about the identity of the fighting forces carrying out certain actions, because it was
reported that some SLA members organised road ambushes, attacking vehicles for their
merchandise and specifically targeting businessmen, taking their belongings and, sometimes, killing
them.

Between May and June 1995, a combined force of SLA, ULIMO-K and the CDU advanced from
Sewa Bridge (Nimiyama Chiefdom) to recapture Koidu. On their way, they stopped for one week in
Bumpe (Nimikoro Chiefdom), waiting for reinforcements from Executive Outcomes.”*® Executive

933 The casualties for all these attacks are however not reported.
954 This refers to the coming of Executive Outcomes, a metcenary company from South Africa.
955 This information was related in general terms and does not specify the precise location of the events nor the
exact date.
956 The precise dates of the coming of Executive Outcomes in the District could not be inferred from the records.
However, it was crosschecked and corroborated with open soutces that Koidu was recaptured by these combined
forces in June.
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Outcomes arrived in the same month after having completed their first military encounter in Mile 38
(Koya Chiefdom, Port Loko District) and advanced from Bumpe junction to recapture Koidu. RUF
forces attacked those forces at Bumpe but were defeated and 17 of them were killed.””’ By the end
of June 1995, Executive Outcomes, together with SLA forces, had removed the RUF forces from
Sewa Bridge, Yormandu, Tombodu Chiefdom, Koidu and villages surrounding Koidu.”*® They
moved towards Koidu from three different directions, encountering little resistance from RUF
forces as they had superior firepower.

Executive Outcomes organised meetings in some chiefdom headquarters, encouraged hunters to
organise themselves, gave them military training, especially on how to operate weapons, and
supplied them with logistics,” shotguns and eight round automatic rifles, which did not please the
SLA forces. Executive Outcomes went on patrol with Donsos, due to their knowledge of the
territory, seldom taking SLA members with them. They also encouraged civilians to participate in
their own security as watchmen, notably during a general meeting in Koidu that gathered thousands
of civilians together. During a meeting at Tombodu, Executive Outcomes demonstrated to the
people how they could participate in the security network, using a “Spider Web” diagram. The Kono
District Defence Committee’™ was reorganised and, as the Executive Outcome commander wished
to involve the Kono people in the maintenance of security in the District, the Kono Consultative
Committee (KCC) was formed. The KCC, besides the Kono District Defence Committee,
embraced all facets of the Kono community. The initial meeting of the KCC took place in August,
in the presence of 12 Paramount Chiefs,””" which was followed by regular meetings to discuss
security questions.

Donsos, the local hunters, entered Yormandu in July and at this time, Sandor Chiefdom was divided
into different zones, each of them placed under the command of a different hunter. Donsos,
focused on liberating their chiefdoms, did not rely on SLA forces because of their impression that
those SLA forces were quick to run away during RUF attacks.

People began returning to Koidu but due to the scarcity of food, they had to search for food in the
surrounding villages. As they did so, they ran into pockets of RUF forces who, when driven out
from Koidu, relocated mainly at Potema Camp, Baiama (Tankoro Chiefdom) and Bandafarda Camp,
near Motema (Nimikoro Chiefdom). During these encounters, a large number of people were
abducted and some were killed or mutilated.”®

Probably in the middle of August, RUF forces coming from the Tongo route’” attacked Njaiama,
headquarter town of Nimikoro Chiefdom and burnt the residence of the Chiefdom Speaker and the
Court Barrie. They were repelled by SLA forces, assisted by local hunters. The SLA commander
advised the residents of the town to stay indoors whenever there was a RUF attack on the town.

957 AFP, 28 June 1995.
28 Officially, Executive Outcomes had been engaged solely to train the SLA on military tactics but many reports
for Kono District recounted that they came to the District to help repelling the RUF forces.
959 This training took place at District Office Barracks at Koidu and, affer their training, the Donsos returned fo their chiefdoms.
%60 See the developments on this point in the year 1994
%61 Kono District has 14 chiefdoms.
962 No details could be obtained on this incident.
963 Tongo is located in Lower Bambara Chiefdom (Kenema District). The road leading Tongo to Koidu passes by
Gorama Kono Chiefdom, south of Nimikoro Chiefdom.
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One week later, gunshots from the direction of Njala, a very big town a few miles away, were heard
in Njaiama. Indeed, RUF forces, dressed in military uniforms, attacked Njala around 28 August.
During this attack, over 50 people were killed and several houses burnt down. The RUF forces then
moved on to Njaiama, where over 90 people where killed and houses were burnt. During these
RUF attacks on Njala and Njaiama, many civilians were wounded and several more went missing,
presumably captured by the RUF forces, although some were later discovered dead in the bushes.
SLA forces who had pulled out of the town at the time of the attack regrouped and assisted by local
hunters and Executive Outcomes, recaptured the town: A house-to-house search was carried out to
bury the dead, who numbered 97 in total, spread over six different locations in the town.”**

SLA forces came from time to time to Mafindor Chiefdom during the first half of the year, often
harassing civilians. For example, one group of SLA forces regulatly carried out raids to confiscate
civilian property, on one occasion beating the Chief of Sandia village. These actions ceased during
the second half of the year, when the rainy season made the roads impassable. In Lei Chiefdom,
which is a rich cattle-grazing area, SLA forces killed cattle belonging to civilians and forced the
civilians to carry the meat to Koidu; similar events also took place in 1996. For example, in one
incident which took place in the chiefdom headquarter of Saiama, some SLA members killed six
cows in a pen and required the caretakers of the pen to bring the meat to Koidu. When two of them
refused, they were severely beaten by the SLA fotces and forced to take the meat to Koidu as
previously requested. This incident was reported to the Paramount Chief of Lei, who explained to
the owner of the cows that he was not the first to report such matters. As a result, the Paramount
Chief had already complained to the Colonel in charge of the SLA in Koidu, who had assured him
that he had taken all necessary steps to stop SLA members doing such things. The Colonel had also
told the Paramount Chief that he would alert the Military Police around the chiefdom to arrest any
SLA member coming to the chiefdom without an official reason.”® Nevertheless, similar actions
continued even after the complaints of the Paramount Chief and the reassurances from the SLA
Colonel.

In Soa Chiefdom, during the months of July to September, RUF forces believed to come from
Kailahun District attacked different villages, mainly on a “hit and run” basis, searching for food and
targeting villages with master farms. At this time, Donsos were active in Kainkordu and along the
border villages, so RUF fotces came in small groups and did not undertake sustained attacks.
Rather, they would enter a village, take property and leave straightaway, as they were afraid of the
Donsos based in some villages. During these raids, people were wounded, killed and forced to carry
stolen property. These types of attacks took place in Bongema, Kuandor and Kainkordu. In
Kainkordu, for example, one house was burnt and men and women were abducted to carry the
property stolen in the village. One of these abductees was later shot dead outside Kainkordu.

In late 1995, Executive Outcomes, SLA and local hunters launched a massive attack on RUF
positions at Woama and Baiama (Tankoro Chiefdom), where the RUF forces had their main camp
in Potema. Donsos were able to provide Executive Outcomes with information and directions on

964 Some blamed the SLA for these attacks on Njala and Njaiama, as they were frustrated in their mining activities
by Executive Outcomes: Inter Press Service, 6 September 1995.
965 Tt cannot, however, be inferred from the reports whether Military Police did arrest any SLA member or took
any other kind of action.
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RUF positions, following which local hunters were deployed at Baiama and SLA forces at Woama.
After a last unsuccessful RUF attempt%(’ to attack Koidu where RUF forces bypassed SLA forces at
Woama and were stopped at Woardu by Executive Outcomes, those chiefdoms located in the centre
and the west of the District became relatively quiet. It is interesting to note that during some
encounters between Executive Outcomes and the RUF, some of the RUF members who were killed

were identified as ex-SLA, through the SLA identity cards found on their bodies.

£ Events in 1996

Executive Outcome mercenaries controlled illicit mining in Kono District, their presence minimising
the ill treatment of civilians by SLA forces. They reprimanded undisciplined SLA forces and in one
incident, killed 72 SLA members, described as “sobels”’" at Kaneya in the outskirts of Koidu.
Executive Outcomes patrolled together with Donsos who also continued to man checkpoints. For
these reasons, their presence contributed to the stability of the security situation in Kono District
and, to an extent, offset the economic consequences for the District of the incessant RUF ambushes
on the Kono—Makeni Highway.

Around this time, it was alleged that Executive Outcomes was given a concession on the Tankoro
Kimbetlite mining site. The metcenary company was brought to the area by Branch Energy Ltd, a
British company that secured 2 mining lease in the area and said it would hire its own security force.
It was therefore believed that Executive Outcomes was taking a cut in the mining activities.”®

At the border with Guinea and Kailahun District, Sandor Chiefdom was mainly protected by the
Donsos and not by Executive Outcomes. This chiefdom was free from RUF incursions throughout
1996.

In Lei Chiefdom, SLA harassment of civilians continued, including sexual assault. At one point in
1996, some civilians came to Senehun, located on the highway going to the chiefdom headquarters
of Saiama, to mourn the death of the town chief. Some SLA members asked some of them for a
goat and as they explained that they had already given their only goat to some other SLA forces the
day before, they were told that they should replace the goat with a woman. The civilians explained
that there was no unmarried woman in the town. However, the SLA forces came across a young
woman who had also came to the village on hearing of the death of the town chief. They took her
away and, as she told them she was not married, they threatened the civilians with beatings as they
lied to them about there being no unmarried women in the town. The woman was raped by the four
SLA members during the night and then released, so the SLA members could avoid being
disciplined by theit commander. The incident was reported to 2 senior SLA commander but no
action was taken.””

In Gbane Chiefdom, RUF forces intimated voters on Election Day in an effort to prevent them
from voting by sporadically firing their weapons. After the elections, some people fled the chiefdom,

966 This event took place between late December 1995 and eatly 1996.
97 See carlier note 42 for an explanation of this term.
968 See The Mining Journal, 8 March 1996 and Inter Press Service, 11 March 1996. Around September 1996,
Executive Outcomes would also be contracted by Sieromco, a company mining Bauxite in Moyamba District.
969 The month of the occurrence of the incident could not be ascertained.
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fearing the warning given by the RUF that they would amputate the hands of those who had voted
for the newly-elected President, Alhaji Dr. Ahmed Tejan Kabbah.”™ Furthermore, people in Kono
heard that in some parts of the country under RUF control, especially in Kailahun District, people’s
hands were cut off and their mouths padlocked as a punishment for having voted.

After the elections, SLA forces were deployed all around the country in strategic positions, except
some parts of Kailahun District. One battalion was deployed in Gbongbokoro (Soa Chiefdom),
which is on the Guinean border and is a crossing point to one of Guinea’s most prominent market
centres called Gueckedou. However, dissent began to ferment within the SLA forces for not being
treated by the Government with the respect and the honour they deserved, while hunters (Kamajors
and Donsos) were respected by the Government. For example, in August 1996, armed men believed
to be SLA forces attacked Kainkordu (Soa Chiefdom) and killed the treasury clerk, allegedly because
the SLA forces held the treasury clerk responsible for bad reports against them being sent from the
chiefdom authorities. Compounding their dissatisfaction, the President’s address to the nation at the
national Stadium in Freetown after the signing of the Abidjan Peace Agreement did not please the
SLA forces, especially when he made particular mention of the Kamajors for the very outstanding
job they did to put an end to the war.

RUF forces attacked Kangama (Gorama Kono) in October 1996, entering the town with heavy
firing, They killed one woman and shot two other people in their hips, who were later taken for
treatment to Tongo Field (Lower Bambara Chiefdom, Kenema District). The RUF forces took all
the property they could find in the town and abducted two boys to carry the load for them to their
base, allegedly at Peyama (Lower Bambara Chiefdom, Kenema District). One Friday in the same
month, a meeting was summoned at the Court Barrie as information reached Kangama authorities
about the Kamajor initiation that was taking place in Kenema District.””" It was agreed that young
men should be initiated to protect the chiefdom and a message was conveyed to the Paramount
Chief of Gorama Kono Chiefdom, who was at that time in Koidu, to put in place modalities for the
initiation. His chiefdom speaker made the shuttle between Koidu and Kangama to organise the
initiation. Money was borrowed from a produce buying agent in Koidu for the initiation and 30
energetic men were selected by the elders. The 30 young newly initiated Kamajors were then
provided with single and double batrel guns and deployed in different part of the town.

Also in October 1996, RUF forces attacked Bamba (Soa Chiefdom) and burnt down 32 houses.
They then headed to Sukudu, south of Soa Chiefdom, where they captured people, including
children, and forced them to carry heavy loads to an unknown location. SLA forces based at
Yigbeda (Soa Chiefdom) advanced to Sukudu and some of their members deployed there. Two
weeks later, still in October, RUF forces attacked the town of Kongonani, six miles from Sukudu,
where they killed civilians, including men, women and children, before being repelled by SLA forces,
who had came from Sukudu on hearing the sounds of gunfire. Before retreating, RUF forces
abducted some civilians and brought them to Kailahun District. Stolen property was also
transported to Liberia by boat, crossing the river bordering Sierra Leone and Liberia. While a

970 By the end of the year, Gbane Chiefdom was a “no-go” area, as the fighting factions were hunting each other
across the chiefdom, leading civilians to flee the area.
971 This information backs up the ptrevious assertions that no Kamajor initiations as such took place in Gorama
Kono Chiefdom in late 1993 and eatly 1994.
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meeting was in progress in Sukudu with SLA forces and local authorities in December, RUF forces
again attacked Sukudu and killed the Section Chief of Sawa Fiama Section. SLA forces retreated to
Yigbeda but later, still in December, they came back to Sukudu and warned civilians that they were
planting mini-landmines along the road RUF forces were using to attack Soa Chiefdom, which
caused the death of some of the RUF forces and allegedly led to the ceasing of attacks on villages in
the chiefdom.

The Abidjan Peace Accord, signed on 30 November 1996, stated that the war was ended with
immediate effect. It required that Executive Outcomes leave the country by early 1997, which they
did,”” and also required the disarmament of the fighting forces.””” However, Kono people made 2
vety strong appeal to the Government not to stop their contract with Executive Outcomes, as they
ensured security for Kono District.

In the aftermath of the Abidjan Accord, the then Vice President conducted a confidence building
tour in the provinces to disband the CDF. In late December,”* the Vice President of Sierra Leone
visited Kono District and held 2 meeting in Koidu with Kono stakeholders, where he officially
disbanded the CDF and required the Donsos to lay down their arms and return to their farming
activities, as the Government had entered into a ceasefire agreement with the RUF. Any Donsos
who failed to disarm would be detained. Many people who attended the meeting left the hall before
the closure of the meeting to show their disapproval with the Vice President’s statement. On the
evening of that same day, the Deputy Defence Minister came to Koidu and organised a meeting at
the Donsos office to encourage the Donsos to stay intact as RUF forces could not be trusted,
including giving money as his own contribution for the Christmas celebration. Nevertheless, the
Vice President’s visit had, to all intents and purposes, paralysed further Donsos’ activities.

2 Events in 1997°"

In March 1997 in Gorama Kono Chiefdom, RUF forces attacked Kangama, a CDF stronghold
located at the border with Tankoro Chiefdom, but were tepelled. The RUF apparently wanted to
capture Kangama as a transit point to block the Kamajors in Tongo Field (Lower Bambara

Chiefdom, Kenema District),”’® who had strong links with the Kamajors in Kangama.

In May 1997, news of the Coup reached Kono on its very first day through the BBC’s “Focus on
Africa” Program. After the Coup, the RUF came out of the bush, often looking malnourished, and
together with AFRC mainly spent the year taking people’s property, in particular making constant

972 AFP, 30 January 1997.
973 Article 12 of the Agreement stated that the Government shall use all its endeavours, consistent with its treaty
obligations, to repatriate other foreign troops (i.e., the Nigerians and the Guineans) no later than three months
after the deployment of the Neutral Monitoring Group or six months after the signing of the Peace Agreement,
whichever is eatlier. Article 12 also stated that Executive Outcomes shall be withdrawn within five weeks of the
deployment of the NMG: Sietra Leone Bi-Monthly Information Report No.11, 19 November - 16 December
1996.
974 This visit could have taken place eatly January 1997.
975 Little information was reported for 1997, as most of the RUF/AFRC activities were concentrated in Freetown
and RUF activities now together with AFRC resumed progressively and were mainly focused on the mining areas.
976 It has to be remembered that the control of Tongo Field was of the utmost importance for RUF forces as it is
the most important diamond area in Kenema District.
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demands for livestock. Furthermore, shortly after the Coup, the individual plot system was
abandoned and all mining areas were declared to belong to the RUF/AFRC forces, who appointed
“Mines Monitoring Officials” to supervise their mining activities.””

Throughout 1997, RUF/AFRC forces undertook patrols in various places across the District. For
example, Gbane Kandor Chiefdom was under the constant patrols of AFRC members.
RUF/AFRC forces regulatly patrolled Soa Chiefdom, except Kainkordu, which was a Kamajor
stronghold.

RUE/AFRC fotces established checkpoints in Koidu town’”® and also conducted raids at mining
sites, beating and killing civilians and seizing gravel from civilians, looking for diamonds.”” The
SLPP Secretariat was occupied by the RUF/AFRC forces and used as their own administrative
secretariat. A few weeks after the establishment of this secretariat, some RUF/AFRC forces arrested
a man, brought him to the secretariat and shot him dead, accusing him of being a Kamajor because
he was wearing country clothes, the traditional attite of the Kamajors. A member of the
RUF/AFRC forces cut off both his hands. In Kamara Chiefdom, RUF/AFRC forces also
established checkpoints at the entry and exit points of Tombodu. They confiscated any items of
value or of interest to them from people passing through the checkpoints. Also at this time, alleged
CDF collaborators were executed.”®

In Fiama chiefdom, RUF/AFRC harassment of civilians was initially minimal, as they only took
food and only miners were harassed by RUF/AFRC forces for their diamond-containing gravel.
However, shortly after, civilians were arrested and forced to wash the gravel for the combined
forces. Furthermore, RUF/AFRC started visiting towns and villages where they took away food and
people’s personal effects, including jewellery and money. In June, RUF/AFRC forces from Yegeda
attacked Jagbwema (Fiama Chiefdom). No wounding or fatalities were reported, but property
including livestock, food items, clothes and medicine were taken. One month later, RUF/AFRC
forces came back to Jagbwema from Koidu with two jeeps, opened fire and took items of the same
nature as the previous month.

RUF/AFRC forces harassed authorities throughout the District, because they were suspected of
being sympathisers with the Kabbah Government. For example, when news reached the
RUF/AFRC forces in Koidu that a Paramount Chief had encouraged the reactivation of the CDF in
his chiefdom, some forces were sent to capture him. He was not there, but his compound was
looted and the Town Chief and one other young man were arrested, beaten and taken to Manjama,
the RUF/AFRC military base in Soa Chiefdom. After this, panicked civilians fled to Guinea. In
November and December, property was taken from the remaining civilians on a full-scale basis.

The taking of property by RUF/AFRC forces took place in other areas, including Gbane and Gbane

977 See below in 1998 for details on the mining operations.
978 Koidu town had previously been under the control of SLA forces and Executive Outcomes. However, by early
1997, Executive Qutcomes had left and when the Coup happened, SLA positions turned into AFRC positions,
which were then reinforced by RUF forces.
979 This information was related in general terms and no further details were available.
980 This information was related in general terms and no further details were available.
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Kandor Chiefdoms, where Koardu Town (Gbane Kandor Chiefdom) was visited many times,
mainly for livestock.

RUF/AFRC forces came again to Kangama (Gorama Kono Chiefdom) in June, taking advantage of
the fact that the Kamajors had deserted their checkpoints during the night. Many civilians were
captured, massive looting was cartied out, houses were set on fire and civilians were forced to carry
the stolen property to the RUE/AFRC base in Senehun (Tankoro Chiefdom). In August, the CDF
launched a successful offensive on the RUF base in Senehun, as a result of which Gorama Kono
Chiefdom was free of attacks for the rest of the year.

In Lei Chiefdom, two civilians accused of sabotage in Kombayende were shot to death on the
orders of 2 member of the RUF/AFRC. In the same town, 2 woman was beaten with a bayonet and
killed by a member of the AFRC for refusing to give him palm oil. There were also two separate
incidences of rape in Lei Chiefdom, one in October when a2 woman was raped by three RUF/AFRC
members in Kenema and one in December, when four members of the RUF/AFRC went to
Senehun, requested a house in which to sleep and raped a woman.
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h) Events in February - June 1998
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Legend:

ECOMOG deployment
— RUF/AFRC forces deployment

From January to February, violence against civilians and attacks on civilian property were rampant.
An AFRC member shot and killed 2 young boy near the Koidu Central Mosque after the boy had
helped him push his motorbike up the hill. Two days before ECOMOG drove the RUF/AFRC
forces out of Freetown, a group of RUF/AFRC forces attacked the Branch Energy Lodge and
Warehouse in Koidu and stole items valued at over hundreds of millions of Leones. On 12
February, “Operation pay yourself” was launched, according to which looting and confiscation of
property were encouraged and almost all the shops in Koidu were looted. This operation lasted for a
couple of days. Shortly after, the RUF/AFRC forces decided to undertake another looting
operation, which they named “Operation House to House Search”. In reaction to these operations,
the youths mobilised and attacked the RUF/AFRC forces, succeeding in capturing some weapons.
In addition, civilians launched their own operation, “Burn soldiers”, where RUF/AFRC forces were
chased in their hideouts and rubber tyres were placed around their necks and set on fire. All of
these successive operations took place before retreating RUF/AFRC forces from Freetown arrived
in Kono District.

CDF members from Gandorhun (Gbane Chiefdom) and Njaiama Sewafe (Nimiyama Chiefdom)
came to help maintain the security of Koidu and its environs. Youths surrendered the weapons they
had captured from the RUF/AFRC forces to the CDF. ECOMOG forces were expected to artive
on 21 February, through the Yengema heliport. In Koidu, suspected collaborators of the
RUF/AFRC forces were summarily executed by the CDF.

However, on 21 February, an RUF/AFRC convoy of 150 vehicles, which had been repelled from
Freetown and had regrouped in Makeni, launched an attack on Koidu Town, entering the town
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along the Makeni-Magburaka highway. Using light artillery as opposed to the poor logistics available
to the Kamajors, the RUF/AFRC forces overpowered them during the day. The Kamajors had no
choice but to retreat, mainly to Manjama and Kainkordu (Soa Chiefdom). Accordingly, Koidu Town
and its environs fell under the total control of the RUF/AFRC forces. The burning of the town
began. Abduction, rape and looting were rampant in Koidu and in all the surrounding villages. As a
result of this, civilians fled the town and its environs, leaving Koidu and Woardu almost like ghost

981
towns.

When they pulled out of Freetown, the RUF indicated that it was again in charge of the operations.
RUF forces began issuing orders to AFRC members and to arrest and kill those who refused to
carry out the orders. In the Provinces, the AFRC forces were outnumbered and some of them
surrendered to ECOMOG forces. A senior RUF officer, probably RUF Battle Group Commander
at that time, was renown for killing many AFRC members when RUF/AFRC forces were in Koidu.
On one occasion, he ordered 15 AFRC members to go and destroy a bridge on the highway. As one
of them refused to go for he was unarmed, he was shot and killed by this senior officer.

The capture of Koidu town was the prelude to RUF/AFRC forces spreading all over the District.
No chiefdom was left untouched after February and the violence intensified after the news that
President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah had been restored to power on 10 March 1998, especially when
Operation “Kill 2ll living things” was declared. The scale of violations committed was in particular
very high between February and May/June, reaching unprecedented levels. What happened during
this period (February —-May/June) will be outlined below according to the different areas in which
things were happening, rather than chronologically, due to the high level of activity in all areas of the
District, although it should be borne in mind that these events happened concurrently.

West (Kamara, Gbense, Nimiyama, Nimikoro and Tankoro Chiefdoms)
Villages in Gbense Chiefdom were attacked and in late February, many civilians fled the town of
Yardu, to the north of Koidu, where a well-known Reverend was killed.

On 17 March, over 30 RUF/AFRC forces discovered some people in their hiding place near
Kuandor (Kamara Chiefdom). The commander, a Liberian, asked the people to cook for them.
Afterwards, he decided to go to another area but two of his men asked him if they could to take
with them the girls who were among the civilians. The commander apparently gave permission, as
the two girls, aged 13 and 14, were taken away by these forces. On 21 March, the National
Chairman of the SLPP who was considered as a father for the whole District, relocated to a hiding
place outside Wordu village a few miles from Koidu. He was later discovered, stripped, beaten and
tied up before being shot dead by six men belonging to the RUF/AFRC forces. A young girl who
was under his guardianship was raped and taken to be the “wife” of their commander. Before
leaving, the six men took one boy to carty the property they had just stolen. In Wordu, four young

%81 It is not totally clear when RUF/AFRC entered Koidu, as the attack may have taken place in early March 1998
(Chicago Tribune, 17 March 1998). Furthermore, information from Koinadugu District tends to suggest that
RUF/AFRC forces reached Koidu from Koinadugu District. The poor conditions of the road network in
Koinadugu District, compared to the good quality of the highway, which leads Makeni (Bombali District) to
Koidu, through Magburaka (Tonkolili Disttict), however suggest that the bulk of the RUF/AFRC forces reached
Koidu from Makeni.
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gitls in their teens were captured by six RUF/AFRC men. After being ordered to cook, both the

girls and some young men were severely beaten.

CDF members continued to confront RUF/AFRC forces and around 23 March, claimed to have
recaptured Njaiama Sewafe and the Sewa Bridge (Nimiyama Chiefdom). In addition, they claimed
to have rescued hundreds of civilians caught behind RUF/AFRC lines.”®

Killings, indiscriminate amputations, the gorging out of eyes, the dropping of burning plastic into
the eyes and the disembowelling of pregnant women were common practice in Koidu at that time.
In April, six civilians were captured by RUF/AFRC forces in Yardu village (Gbense Chiefdom) and
were frog-marched to Koidu Town. One of the commanders shot one of the captives six times in
the legs. As the captive could not walk any more, the commander ordered his men to execute him.
When they reached Koidu Town, they met a group of ULIMO members’™ who demanded that the
captured men be divided and one group be assigned to them (ULIMO). After a confrontation
between the RUF/AFRC forces and the ULIMO forces, the captured men wete finally taken to the
RUF commander’s residence. One of the captured men was suspected of being a Donsos and was
severely beaten, had his hands braced and was locked up with other civilians in a toilet being used as
a cell. All of the men were subsequently released.

In April, the rate of killing, rape and mutilation increased as the RUF/AFRC forces had launched
“Operation No Living Thing”. Kamara Chiefdom, a diamond-rich area northwest of Koidu, was
particularly affected at this time.

AFRC/RUF forces were in the bush in Kamara and Tankoro Chiefdoms and the high number of
reports for this area reveal the intensity of the violence inflicted on civilians. Thete were many
instances of killing, acts of rape, amputation and burning of houses. One RUF commander was
notorious for the amputation of several hands and legs. He ordered the abduction of a large number
of people in a mining area, two to three miles away from Tombodu, and ordered the amputations
according to description called ‘long sleeve’ or ‘short sleeve’. In another encounter, the same
commander and his men conducted an intense raid, during which they all raped one woman and
lacerated her vagina. Other incidents include shooting civilians during raids or patrols. Another RUF
commander in the area conducted a raid, which resulted in the abduction of several men, women
and children, who were locked a house, which was then set on fire.

At Yardu (Gbense Chiefdom) in early April, the RUF/AFRC commander ordered that three people
be killed. Among those killed was an ex-worker at the Koidu Electricity House. Civilians were
ordered to bury the bodies on 10 April 1998.

As news arrived that ECOMOG troops were advancing in the District and were based near Koidu,
at Koakuima, two convoys of civilians, including men, women and children, moved from Yardu to

982 BBC Online News Archive, 23 March 1998.
983 Although ULIMO forces were officially disbanded in 1997, following the presidential elections in Liberia, it
was alleged and stated by the ECOMOG commander in Sierra Leone that members of ULIMO-K were fighting
alongside the RUF/AFRC forces: AFP, 21 April 1998. Some of these members would be arrested by ECOMOG
forces and detained at the Pademba Road Prison in Freetown: Inter Press Service, 29 April 1998.
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Motema town, eight miles south of Koidu Town on 22 and 24 April, arriving safely at their
destination.

During this period, RUF/AFRC forces were continuously running from village to village, killing,
raping and amputating people and burning villages, so that most of the civilians fled for the bush.
One resident of Kuandor, who was returning to the town with some other people, ran into seven
members of the RUF/AFRC forces, five of them carrying AK47s and two armed with cutlasses; one
of them identified himself as trained fighter from Burkina Faso. The civilians were taken to Kuandor
village and were asked to give the RUF/AFRC forces money and rice, which they did not have. The
forces stripped one man to his underwear, laid him flat on the ground and beat him with a cutlass,
which left marks on his back. They then poured some palm wine on his head and body, tied him up
firmly and planned to take him out of the town later to kill him. Another civilian who was captured
started crying and was hit hard on the head with a cutlass. One of the forces came back to the
civilian who was tied up and told him since the civilians did not know his name, he would write it on
his back with a razor blade, but was stopped from doing so by another member of the forces. All the
RUF members and the civilians then moved on and RUF forces abducted more people in the nearby
village. One of the RUF members suggested that they should leave the civilians behind, meaning
they should be killed. However, the commander of the group allowed the two men from Kuandor
to return to their town.”*

In another incident that took place in April, 11 RUF/AFRC forces carrying guns and cutlasses
captured three boys™ who were going to Peyima (KKamara Chiefdom) to get salt and other items to
bring back to their relatives, who were living in huts (also known as mansions) in the bush. The boys
were forced to take the RUF/AFRC members to the mansions. The members covered the three
boys with palm leaves, set fire to them and told the three boys to show them where all the property
was kept, or they would stay in the fire until they were completely burnt. The boys showed them
where the belongings were and the RUF/AFRC forces left the place taking with them the items they
found. Before they left, they beat the three boys.

Also in April, in the village of Gbaima (Kamara Chiefdom), a group of RUF/AFRC members went
to a farm near the village and asked the farmer to give them rice and palm oil. As the farmer only
had rice to give, the RUF/AFRC members pierced his feet, passed a rope through the hole thus
created and tied him up firmly. They then set fire to the palm fruits and threw the farmer into the
fire. The man died nine days later. Violence was also inflicted on the other five inhabitants of the
farm when the RUF/AFRC forces set fire to an empty five-gallon container and dropped the
melting rubber on the five people until the container had burnt completely.

During the same month, two civilians who left Gbaima to go to Tombodu to check the condition of
their houses ran into seven RUF/AFRC members, who tied their hands and told them to show
them the way where they came from. As they approached Gbaima, the armed men opened fire on
the civilians they met in the village, killing one old man, whose stomach was cut open and whose
intestines were tied on a stick. Another boy whose age was not specified was also cut with a bladed
weapon. The RUF/AFRC forces then conducted a house-to-house search and the two civilians they

984 What happened to the remaining abductees was not specified.
985 The age of the three boys could not be ascertained from the records.
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had previously arrested were ordered to gather all the food items they had taken. Before leaving for
Tombodu, the RUF/AFRC forces set all the houses of the village on fire. On their way to
Tombodu, the seven RUF/AFRC forces and two abducted civilians passed by the village of Wordu,
where one of the armed men went to a house where a blind man was living. When he came back to
his colleagues, he told them he had “finished” the man. Two boys they met on their way to
Tombodu were also forced to join them. When they artived at Tombodu, the civilians saw a body
with its stomach cut open lying on the street that led the RUF/AFRC forces’ headquarters. When
they arrived at the headquarters, which was full of a variety of types of weapons including rifles, light
artillery and bladed weapons, the commander ordered his men to tie the civilians (who were by then
14 in number), and lay them on the ground, one person on top of another. A mattress was then put
on top of them and lit. One of the civilians, who kicked the mattress away as it started to burn him,
was hit severely with 2 machete by the commander. The commander also accused him of being one
of the youths who had burnt RUF/AFRC forces in February and hit his right hand with a machete,
although it was not chopped off. When they saw this, the other civilians tried to escape and started
running but were killed when the commander ordered his men to shoot them.

During this period, RUF/AFRC forces would burn part of the town of Tombodu (Kamara
Chiefdom) each time an ECOMOG jet plane flew overhead. On one occasion, over 50 civilians,
men, women and children were locked up in a house at Yusufuya Road and the house was set on
fire. Cells in the headquarters were used to detain civilians, men and women, some of whom were
later killed. The commander used a mined out crater near the lorry park in Tombodu to dump
bodies of the people killed in the town.

In another incident, 2 man from Gbondu village (upper part of Kamara Chiefdom) was captured by
some RUF/AFRC forces, who forced him to carry their load to a village in Sandor Chiefdom. Once
the load was catried, the civilian was told to go back to his town. As he was returning, he met with
another group of RUF/AFRC forces who cut off one of his hands. The man reached Gbondu and
shortly after, the population decided to leave the village to go to Koakuima, where ECOMOG was
stationed.

Around this period, a District Emergency Task Force was created by civilians who had returned to
their villages. This Task Force was mandated to assess the destruction of their villages and to help
the local population. Each chiefdom was represented in the Task Force.”®

ECOMOG had arrived in Njaiama Sewafe (Nimiyama Chiefdom) in early April 1998.”" While their
arrival was characterised by tensions with members of the CDF from Kono District, since
ECOMOG came with some members of the CDF from Punduru (Gorama Mende Chiefdom, in the
north of Kenema District), the advancing ECOMOG troops were welcomed. While in Njaiama

986 AFP, 16 and 17 June 1998.
987 Following the intervention in Freetown, further inland operations were carried out by the specially designed 24%
ECOMOG Brigade Infantry: Brig. Gen. R. A. Adeshina: The Reversed Victory: Story of Nigerian Military Intervention in
Sierra Leone, Heinemann Educational Books (Nigeria) Plc., p 29. Members of this brigade deployed in the country
and after capturing Makeni in March 1998, they proceeded further North to Kono District and arrived in Njaiama
Sewafe around 11 April, where they met their colleagues already deployed since early April. It appears that the first
batch of ECOMOG forces who deployed in Njaiama Sewafe waited for troops from the 24% Brigade Infantry
before advancing further to Koidu.
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Sewafe, the ECOMOG Commandet-in-Chief paid them a visit and gave the order to advance on
Koidu Town. Thus, a combined troop of ECOMOG and Donsos moved to Koidu on 12 April on
foot through the jungle, encountering an RUF/AFRC attack at Yigbeda, during which many
ECOMOG members were killed. Nevertheless, they continued their journey and within one day,
captured Yengema, Motema and Small Lebanon™ (all located on the highway), after having battled
for a few hours with some RUF/AFRC forces. The 5° Battalion was then deployed at Motema. The
ECOMOG and CDF forces launched their first attack on Koidu Town but were repelled by
RUF/AFRC forces and went back to Small Lebanon. However, ECOMOG and CDF forces
launched a second attack and were able to overpower the RUF/AFRC forces, who fled the town.”®
ECOMOG forces also deployed at Koakuima where, as mentioned earlier, many civilians from the
surrounding chiefdoms had come to find refuge, as the ECOMOG presence appeared to represent

greater safety.””

RUF/AFRC forces continued to stage ambushes and around 14 April, three buses carrying
ECOMOG reinforcements and CDF members fell in one of those ambushes near Yigbeda
(Nimikoro Chiefdom). Some ECOMOG members were killed, others wounded and two BBC
reporters were killed while trying to find refuge in the bush. The buses were later met by some of the
ECOMOG forces of the 24" Brigade infantry en route to Makeni and from there to Freetown to
btief the Task Force Commander. Those ECOMOG forces loaded their dead and the wounded
colleagues onto the truck and continued their journey to Makeni. Shortly after, they fell in another
RUF/AFRC ambush but managed to escape the ambush without any fatalities and made their way
to Njaiama Sewafe (Nimiyama Chiefdom).””

CDF forces equipped with arms and ammunition given to them by ECOMOG troops stationed at
Njaiama Sewafe attacked Yardu (Gbense Chiefdom) in April and overcame the RUF/AFRC forces.
Many RUF/AFRC members were killed during that attack, while two died by drowning into the
river. In late April, ECOMOG forces in the District received reinforcements, who deployed along
the Njaiama Sewafe-Koidu highway, where they faced some ambushes staged by some RUF/AFRC
forces. Assisted by an air campaign, they cleared the highway and reopened it in early May.””

288 Small Lebanon is a town south of Koidu.
989 Tt is not totally clear whether ECOMOG forces launched one or two attacks on Koidu before capturing it. In
any case, these actions were carried out within a short petiod of time. RUF/AFRC forces, before tetreating from
the town, inflicting heavy casualties on divilians, killing some and burning houses. It was alleged that around 2.000
civilians were held hostages by the RUF/AFRC fotces, in readiness for the expected ECOMOG attack. Inter Press
Service, 16 April 1998.
990 However, unlike the people who had escaped Gbense Chiefdom for Koakuima, those who had found refuge in
Sandor Chiefdom and the CDF, who had also decided to move to Koakuima, fell into the hands of RUF/AFRC
forces in Tombodu (Kamara Chiefdom) and a lot of them were killed while others had their limbs amputated.
991 Adeshina, op at, pp 62-3; see also Associated Press Worldstream, 18 April 1998.
992 Former members of the AFRC regime who had surrendered wete patt of this deployment, re-trained and
incorporated by ECOMOG: Adeshina, gp a#, pp 66-7. This deployment of former AFRC members frightened the
population, who suspected they may still be loyal to the ousted AFRC leader: AFP, 16 June 1998.
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A Nigerian contingent of ECOMOG was also sent to Torgbombu, an important town in Gorama
Kono Chiefdom.”” They came with heavy artillery including Alpha Jets, tanks, mortar bombs and
helicopter gunships; shortly after their deployment at Torgbombu, they attacked RUF/AFRC
positions and deployed in Jaiama and Bumpe (Nimikoro Chiefdom) together with members of the
CDF. The ECOMOG forces encouraged people to come out of their hiding places, so civilians
started to come back to the headquarter town of Jaiama.

RUF/AFRC forces attacked ECOMOG positions at Jaiama (Nimikoro chiefdom), where they were
repelled, and at Motema, where they were also repelled, but not before they had killed 24 civilians in
a house situated near the national Petroleum Station at the Motema Junction along the main
Freetown highway.”” Those 24 civilians were later buried in one mass grave by the house of a retired
senior superintendent of the Sierra Leone Police. Several attempts were also made by the combined
RUF/AFRC forces to attack ECOMOG forces based at Koakuima but they all failed.

On 10 June, two days after the announcement over the radio of the death of the Nigerian President,
RUF/AFRC forces made an attempt to attack Koidu, at that time under ECOMOG control.
Although this attempt continued until the end of the month, the RUF/AFRC forces did not succeed
in recapturing the town.””

North-west (Sandor Chiefdom)
After taking Koidu in late February 1998, RUF/AFRC forces arrived in Sandor Chiefdom and
organised themselves into different groups, namely food finding groups and mining groups. A lot of
stolen property came to Sandor from Koidu, as Sandor Chiefdom was a commercial centre. In this
chiefdom, they were based in Yormandu, Tefeya and Kayima, from where they controlled various
chiefdoms in Koinadugu District.

AFRC/RUF forces were engaged in large-scale mining in the south of Sandor Chiefdom, in towns
including Yormandu, Tefeya, Bakidu, Woidala and Bendu. The RUF/AFRC forces needed people to
work in the mines and to find food, so a lot of civilians were abducted for these purposes. Many
people who were captured were divided into groups, namely tripping, extraction and washing, and
forced to work in the mines all day long. Mining workers were flogged, killed or burnt to death. Sick
or tired workets were either killed or driven away after a severe beating or flogging. Mining workers
caught stealing diamonds were burnt to death using a five-gallon container for carrying petrol or
palm wine or oil. Physical violence, mutilation and killing were rampant. At Tefeya and Sandeya for
example, RUF/AFRC forces killed civilians and amputated the ears and hands of others’”
Promotion was given to RUF/AFRC members according to the results of their missions. As an
example, when members, often child soldiers, were asked to burn houses and they burnt more than
they had been told to, they were given rank promotion.

993 It seems that this contingent of ECOMOG came from Kenema while the other one who deployed in towns
alongside the highway that leads to Koidu came from Frectown. It is likely that those deployments took place at
the same time.
?%4 The attack on Jaima took place shortly after ECOMOG deployed whereas the one on Motema must have taken
place weeks later.
995 Adeshina, gp a#, pp 89-93.
9% AFP, 17 April 1998.
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All over the chiefdom, RUF/AFRC forces began killing people in the bush, mainly for food as their
stores began to run out in April. “Where is the salt, where is the Maggi, where is the pepper” wete
common questions asked of civilians, who would be killed if they were unable to provide the
RUF/AFRC forces with those items. For example, in Kayima area at a place called Nakor, six
people were killed for refusing to give food and other items. During the same petiod, in Kayima
area, 13 people were put in a farm, which was then set on fire.””

In April, an internal dispute arose between RUF/AFRC forces at Yormandu and some went to
Tegbadu, three miles east of Yormandu.”

As they needed civilians to undertake various activities, the RUF/AFRC forces devised different
ways to bring civilians out of the bushes. On one occasion, RUF/AFRC forces sent the message to
the bush, in particular nearby Yiffin (Koinadugu District) where civilians from Sandor Chiefdom
had fled eatlier, that a former NPRC Defence Minister and son of Kayima had come to Kayima and
had called people to come out of the bushes.”” On another occasion in May, one civilian leaving
the bush around Masundu and heading for Guinea with his family felt into 2 RUF/AFRC ambush.
The RUF/AFRC fortces took them back to Masundu and the commander told him that if he would
bring people out of the bushes, he would be appointed Town Chief or Town Commander. This
man persuaded some other people to come out of the bushes and they started to brush the town
and to repair damaged houses. A civilian was appointed at the G5 position. RUF/AFRC forces
would then come regularly to the town to ask for food. Civilians were not killed but were forced to
produce the requested items and to work for the RUF/AFRC forces. To refuse to work would lead
to flogging. It appeared that Masundu was one of the first towns to be rebuilt in Sandor Chiefdom.
This situation continued throughout 1998 and 1999 until Donsos came to fight the RUF/AFRC

10
forces.!™

However, this collaboration was not mirrored in other areas of the chiefdom, where women were
raped and taken as RUF/AFRC “wives”. Young gitls were raped in front of their parents and were
subsequently captured to carry loads. In April, one man was killed after he begged for mercy for his
daughter, who was being raped in front of him."*"

At Yormandu, the burning of five-gallon containers to drip the melted plastic onto civilians was
rampant. People were flogged up to 200, 300 and even 400 lashes all over their body, mainly when
they refused to work, or said they were tired, or were caught stealing minor things. However, people
caught stealing diamonds had a separate treatment and were burnt to death using a five-gallon
container. In one specific incident that took place at Yormandu, one man who stole a diamond,

997 The precise location of this event was not specified in the records.
99% No further information on the reason of the dispute but also stated in general terms, it illustrates, as other
similar incidents in Kono District and in othet Districts that following the tetreat from Freetown, internal fight
appeared inside the combined RUF/AFRC forces.
999 This information tevealed to be false but anyway, did not have the expected results.
1000 When they came to Masundu, probably in 2000, the hunters called together some civilians and molested 2 lot
of them, accusing them of having collaborated with the RUF/AFRC forces.
1001 No detail on the location of this incident could be obtained from the records.
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called “Government property”, was stripped naked and had melted rubber dropped on his body
until he died.

As a result of these atrocities, civilians fled in large numbers to Yiffin (Koinadugu District), which
saw a massive influx of people starting in late April. Indeed, throughout 1998, civilians were going
on and off in the bush, to Guinea and to Koinadugu District.

Members of the CDF, together with a large number of SLA forces,'”* equipped with arms and
ammunition provided through the ECOMOG helicopter fought RUF/AFRC forces in Sandor
Chiefdom. As a result, sometime in June, RUF/AFRC forces retreated to Koinadugu District.
Other groups of hunters under the command of different commanders were active in the north and
notth-east of the chiefdom. RUF/AFRC forces, however, regularly attacked those SLA and CDF
forces, often by using ambushes. In fact, ambushes were widely practiced by RUF/AFRC forces,
particularly after SLA forces together with CDF members attacked them. In mid 1998, a group of
between 30 to 35 civilians fell into an RUF/AFRC ambush three miles south of Kayima. Eighteen
of them were beaten to death at the Yormandu Kayima and Tefeya Junction, as it was said that
RUF/AFRC forces did not want to alert SLA forces by using their guns. The remaining civilians
were taken to Baudu, the first town after Kayima on the road to Yormandu, where six of them were
killed. The remaining people were taken away and their fate remains unknown.

Gbane Chiefdom

In Gbane Chiefdom, RUF/AFRC forces forced civilians to work for them, mining diamond and
gold and harvesting cash crops like coffee and cocoa, which the RUF/AFRC forces were using to
get arms and ammunitions.'" By the end of March, the chiefdom was virtually empty, as people
fled the villages to go to the bush and to Guinea.

South-east (Fiama, Soa, Gbane Kandor and Mafindor Chiefdoms)

When RUF/AFRC forces dislodged CDF forces from Koidu in February 1998, these CDF forces
retreated mainly to Kainkordu and Manjama in Soa Chiefdom. Shortly after, RUF/AFRC forces
launched attacks on Fiama and Soa Chiefdoms, in particular in those areas where the CDF forces
were concentrated. Indeed, in Soa Chiefdom, Donsos had six bases'™ in the chiefdom, their
headquarters being in Kainkordu.

On 11 March 1998, RUF/AFRC forces attacked the headquatter town of Jagbwema (Fiama
Chiefdom). The RUF/AFRC forces, coming from Koidu in military and civilian jeeps, entered the
town firing indiscriminately. More than 70 houses wetre burnt and the town was massively looted.
During the night, the RUF/AFRC forces abducted three people, including the Town Chief, who
were all later killed; on 12 March 1998, the same group also killed the Town Chief of Gbetema. On
24 March 1998, RUF/AFRC forces coming from Jagbwema attacked Yeanoh, shooting and killing
many people.

1002 The report mentions that the SLA forces were composed of 846 men.
1003 The records talk about the cash crops being swapped for arms and ammunitions without giving details as to
where this exchange was taking place, whether it was taking place at the Guinean border.
1094 The Donsos had 100 men deployed at Kainkordu, 25 at Kuandor, 25 at Fuero, 25 at Sukudu, 50 at Manjama
and 15 at Medu.
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When they heard that the Kamajors and Donsos were in Soa Chiefdom, at Gbanmandu, north of
the chiefdom headquarter of Kainkordu, the RUF/AFRC forces moved to Soa Chiefdom. On their
way to Kainkordu, this group of RUF/AFRC forces fought with another group of RUF/AFRC
forces, each of them thinking they were fighting with CDF forces. A number of the forces were
killed during that encounter, but later, both groups'®” joined forces to advance on Kainkordu. In
Kainkordu, the RUF/AFRC fotces fought with the CDF forces and both fighting factions suffered
heavy fatalities, with no reported civilian fatalities. The RUF/AFRC forces then headed for
Manjama, two miles from Kainkordu, where many civilians were killed. Those two attacks on
Kainkordu and Manjama created panic among the civilians and a lot of them decided to flee for
Guinea. This panic was intensified by the rumour that the route through Kainkordu was being used
by some RUF/AFRC forces going to Liberia'® through Kailahun.

The same RUF/AFRC forces then proceeded further east towards Gbane Kandor Chiefdom and,
on 27 March, launched simultaneous attacks on Bendu, Gbangbandor, Dugbor, Gbaidu, Dunamao
and Koardu (all in Gbane Kandor Chiefdom). During this wave of attacks, several civilians,
including men, women and children, were abducted, women were sexually abused and many houses
were looted and burnt down. In Gbangbandor, for example, one woman was sexually assaulted and
beaten to death. These attacks made the civilians leave the chiefdom for Guinea. However, in order
to find food, civilians returned from time to time to the chiefdom and an unspecified number of
civilians were abducted or killed. Donsos from Mafindor Chiefdom to the east of Gbane Kandor
Chiefdom regrouped to try to stop the RUF/AFRC advance and agteed that the three sections of
the chiefdom should each contribute one cow that would be sold in Guinea in order to buy
ammunition there.'”’

RUF/AFRC forces continued further east and on 18 May 1998 attacked villages on the road leading
to the headquarter town of Kamiendor (Mafindotr Chiefdom). The RUF/AFRC forces burnt many
houses at Densenbadu, Fandu, Gbenkoro, Kamiendor Kormadu, Sandia and Gbendema, where the
CDF base was also burnt down. At Fandu and Gbendema, an unspecified number of civilians were
abducted. Following these attacks, the RUF/AFRC forces returned towards Koidu and the
dislodged Donsos from Soa and Mafindor Chiefdoms went to Guinea.

Lei Chiefdom (east of the District, at the border with Guinea)

In February 1998, a convoy of RUF/AFRC forces with 18 vehicles and three trucks full of arms and
ammunition arrived in Lei Chiefdom, in the east of Kono District. The RUF/AFRC forces attacked
towns including Yarawadu, Wanjama, Senehun and Kenema before some of the senior commanders
departed, leaving the bulk of the forces stationed at Konbayendeh, in the centre of the chiefdom on
the road that leads to the headquarter town of Saima. At Senehun, located in the same section as

1005 While one group was coming from Koidu Town (and then Jagbwema in Fiama Chiefdom), the other group
came from Pendembu, Kailahun District.
1006 Tt is reported that the rumour also said that Johnny Paul Koroma was among those forces. Other reports
mention that as early as February, RUF/AFRC forces passed through Soa to reach Kailahun. Furthermore, this
information has to be read in conjunction with the developments of Lei Chiefdom, where it was reported that
Johnny Paul Koroma arrived in March and then left the Chiefdom, leaving behind him some troops.
1007 It is not specified who these Donsos bought their cartridges from in Guinea.
NPW] Conflict Mapping Report
10 March 2004
Preliminary edition for the opening of the SCSL Courthouse
PAGE 362 of 554



\2'573
NO PEACE WITHOUT JUSTICE

Kissitown, RUF/AFRC forces killed four civilians coming out of the bush, including two children.
One of the adults was killed with a bayonet.

While in Konbayendeh, the RUF/AFRC forces started raiding surrounding villages, indiscriminately
killing and mutilating people and burning houses, as a result of which people left their villages to go
to the bush. However, the RUF/AFRC forces also started chasing the civilians in the bush. In one
incident that took place in a bush around Kissitown, over 20 members of the RUF/AFRC, all in
military uniforms, found around 70 civilians in their hiding place, gathered them all and started
killing them, shooting some and mutilating others with machetes. Realising that those RUF/AFRC
forces were going to kill them all, the remaining nine civilians decided to run away. The RUF/AFRC
forces opened fire, killing five. Before leaving, the RUF/AFRC forces took 11 girls with them.

In Kissitown, RUF/AFRC forces established a training camp for abducted civilians, called
“Superman Camp”. Civilians were trained, given weapons and sent out to different parts of the
chiefdom and the District. Some senior members of the RUF/AFRC forces had once eatlier warned
their forces in Lei Chiefdom not to kill civilians but once they are captured, to bring them to the
camp for them to be trained so that the number of their forces would inctease, in anticipation of
their planned attack on Freetown. On one occasion, 30 civilians who were abducted and trained for
one week in the camp were sent to Boroma town, north of Kombayende, with 15 “old”
RUF/AFRC forces, for it was reported that civilians were in this area. One young boy who was
hiding in a garden threw a grenade at the RUF/AFRC forces who had come to the town. Howevet,
the young boy was captured and cut into seven different pieces; 13 other people were also killed. On
their way back to the camp, the RUF/AFRC forces captured 100 civilians who were on their way to
Guinea. Eighty of them were sent to Koidu for mining, some who tried to escape were killed and

two women were amputated when they refused to have sexual intercourse with two of the
RUF/AFRC members.

In March, inhabitants of Kenema, a town located in the east of the chiefdom, shouted “welcome
back to Sierra Leone”, referring to the news of the restoration to power of the President, when they
saw a plane flying over their town. A few hours later, they saw civilians coming in the village with
bundles on their heads, which led them to go in the bush. Shortly after, they heard gunshots from
different directions in the village and saw the whole village being set on fire by RUF/AFRC forces.
Other villages on the highway that leads to Siama, the headquarter town, were also set on fire. At
Kombayende, five people were killed and two were amputated. On the same day, the RUF/AFRC
forces proceeded further north to Kundundu in the north of the chiefdom, where eight people were
shot dead and two had their legs amputated with an axe. Among the eight people who died, one had
his tongue cut out with a knife. Another man was hit to death with a bayonet.

On 10 March, RUF/AFRC forces came back to Senehun, set fire to the houses that had not been
burnt earlier and captured six people, one of them suspected of being a Kamajor commander. Three
of those captives were killed with an AK47, one was beaten to death while another one had a blue
rope tied around his neck and was dragged along the ground until he died. The sixth captive, who
was suspected of being a Kamajor commander, was told by the RUF/AFRC commander that he
was not yet dead because they did not know yet the kind of punishment they would give him. From
Senehun, they went to Kenema, where they shot dead seven people before entering the town and
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